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FOREWORD 

-ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ .ÏÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÏÌÄ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÏÐ ÄÏ×Î 

planning carried out within many local authorities but rather by a process that at its heart 

involves local people who share with the Municipality in developing a Strategic Municipal Plan 

to address community needs and aspirations over the medium to longer term. Municipalities 

are accountable to their community for the quality of the services that they provide. They 

have a responsibility to design and deliver services that are efficiently run and appropriate to 

the needs of their local population as well as achieve better value for the resources that they 

spend. They also have a wider responsibility to promote the economic, social and 

environmental well-being of their communities in a context of constant change. 

Bomet Integrated Development Plan presents a major milestone in municipal strategic 

planning in Bomet County. It comes against the background of a myriad of urban challenges 

including: inadequate basic services, uncontrolled development and human activities, 

inadequate services and infrastructure, urban sprawl, and lack of an appropriate framework 

to guide public investments in the urban areas. In response to these demands on urban 

planning, the Integrated Development Planning framework was adopted as a tool for 

planning, budgeting and development of Bomet Municipality. 

Urban means promotion of urbanism, quality urban places; engendering activity mix that 

promotes urbanity/appropriate urban behavior, attitudes and growth; definition/delimitation 

of urban growth limits as opposed to urban sprawl. 

Integration  means to break away from a compartmentalized approach to territories, issues 

and ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ Á ȰÈÏÌÉÓÔÉÃȱ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÁËÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

physical, economic and social dimensions of urban development. It also means to have 

vertical integration among the various levels of government and bodies involved in territorial 

governance (local, regional, national, private sector, civil, society, etc.) to horizontal 

integration, among the various sectors of public action. 

Development means improvement of places; transformative to ÌÉÖÅÌÉÈÏÏÄÓȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
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environment, growing of the economy; creation of livable, choice neighborhoods; positive 

change with equity; creation of synergy among sectors, actors and places; sustainable 

growth. 

Planning means deliberate, systematic, purposeful futuristic actions; resource reality check; 

impact assessment; result orientation; people driven process; visioning/targeted actions/ 

proposals. 

This Plan was achieved through collaborative effort between the Municipal Board of Bomet, 

County Department of Lands, Housing, and Urban Planning and relevant stakeholders 

including the good residents of Bomet Municipality. It is essential that this collaboration be 

sustained in order to realize its successful implementation. Equally, invaluable lessons learnt 

during the preparation of this Plan should form stepping-stones to improve on similar 

exercises that will be undertaken in other municipalities in Kenya. 

 

 

Mr. Richard Kirui 

Municipal Manager, 

Municipality of Bomet 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Bomet Municipality Integrated Development Plan (2020-2025) has been prepared in line with 

the Urban Areas and Cities Act, 2011, amended in 2019. The main aim of preparing the 

Integrated Development Plan for Bomet Municipality was to develop a strategic guide for 

public sector investment and development in the Municipality for the 5 years.  

The preparation of Bomet Municipality Integrated Development Plan (2020-2025) embraced 

participatory planning approach to rectify the inadequacies associated with the traditional 

planning process where the recipient community was not given an opportunity to contribute 

to the planning process in order to address the challenges facing them. In its undertakings, 

the Municipality of Bomet engaged every other relevant stakeholder (drawn from various 

sectors and interest groups) during the entire process. 

The team preparing the plan used both secondary and primary data in order to come up with 

a comprehensive, all-inclusive development plan. Primary surveys that were undertaken in 

order to assess community needs and sectoral analysis (to assess service gaps) included 

conducting community workshops at the ward level, Focused Group Discussions (FGDs), 

structured interview schedules with sector representatives. Detailed analysis of municipality 

wide issues such as local economic conditions, environmental condition, governance issues 

and poverty and gender issues was also undertaken. The analysis was holistic and multi-

sectoral in order to establish data gaps and relationships. 

After analysis of issues, prioritization of needs was undertaken which allowed the people of 

Bomet Municipality to come up with a Vision and a list of prioritized needs. This formed five 

key focus/strategic areas of this integrated development plan.  These key focus areas are Basic 

Services Delivery, Local Economic Development and Job Creation, Environmental Conservation 

and Management, Municipal Capacity Development and Financial Resources, Management 

and Sustainability.  Analysis of social, economic, environmental and spatial data was carried 

out with view to generate information that informed the preparation of municipal wide 

strategies in addition to community and sectoral-based strategies.  
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The Plan also contains working objectives that will ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 

purpose. These are actionable plans to achieve the identified key focus areas. These working 

objectives have been derived from the five key focus areas to help respond efficiently to 

provision of the prioritized needs. These working objectives are also meant to set a clear focus 

for the development of localized strategic guidelines (development strategies) 

The last section of the plan contains the plan implementation mechanism and a performance 

management tool. The former forms an important component for the success of any 

development plan. Implementation mechanism provides a platform to ensure that all the 

proposals are implemented in the manner proposed and within the period indicated in the 

implementation log framework. The overall implementation of the integrated development 

plan will be absorbed by the identified existing institutions, which will require strong 

leadership and coordination. A timeframe for each action is given indicating the expected 

implementation time, i.e. immediate, continuous, short term, and at the end of plan period.  

A performance management tool (Monitoring and Evaluation mechanism) indicates key 

performance indicators, performance targets, measurable outcomes and impacts to track the 

MÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔ 6ÉÓÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ tool contains monitoring 

indicators for the proposed projects and programs. These indicators are cross-sectoral and 

are linked to quantitative goals, objectives and policies 

 

 

 

 

 



BOMET MUNICIPALITY INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2020-2025) 

                                            TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT                                        1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION A  

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOMET MUNICIPALITY INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2020-2025) 

                                       TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT                                     2 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

This is an Integrated Development Plan for Bomet Municipality that provides development 

proposals and strategies to guide and control public investment the Municipality for a period 

of 5 years. The Municipality of Bomet intends to begin its strategic planning to establish an 

understanding of how Bomet may develop in the future, with aspirations to become one of 

+ÅÎÙÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ developed and future ready municipalities. The Plan seeks to promote 

integration of the physical, economic, social and environmental dimensions of development 

in the Municipality. A participatory approach was used in preparing the Plan taking into 

consideration the vision and inspirations of stakeholders and the community.  

The Integrated Plan is part of the broader methodology framework required to deliver the 

long-term outcomes established in the MunicipalityȭÓ development agenda. The Plan sets the 

overall framework for developmentȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ËÅÙ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ Ȭ4ÈÅ Urban Areas and 

Cities Act 2011, amended in 2019, identifies opportunities to address Kenya Vision 2030 (and 

the Big 4 Agenda), and sets out the foundational structure upon which future Strategic Plans 

will be based. The Integrated Plan identifies key objectives, goals and timelines for achieving 

the Municipality development agenda. 

Bomet MunicipalityȭÓ )$eP adopts a short to medium term strategic agenda and detailed five-

year programmes commencing in the 2020/2021 financial year ending in 2024/2025 financial 

year.   This period coincides with the term of office of the incumbent municipal board and 

aligns with the budget cycle.     

The IDeP is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, 

2011, amended in 2019, and the associated statutes and is intended to serve as a strategic 

guide for public sector investment and development generally.   It is based on the issues 

articulated by all stakeholders and is informed by the national and county development 

imperatives 
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1.2 BOMET MUNICIPALITY LOCAL CONTEXT 

Bomet Municipality is the headquarters of Bomet County. It covers approximately 257km2 and 

straddles three (3) sub counties namely Bomet Central, Bomest East and Chepalungu and six 

(6) wards (Silibwet Township, Longisa, Merigi, Nyangores, Singorwet and Mutarakwa). 

Bomet Municipality is centrally located in the County. According to 2019 Kenya Population and 

Housing Census, the total Municipality population is approximately 167,439. This population 

is expected to double by 2030. 

Emerging Nodes: Emitiot, Sachoran, Kapkesosio, Tarakwa, Tirgaga, Kipkoi, Aisak, Kipsarwet 

 

 

 

 

Existing Major Nodes: 

1 Core Urban 

2 Longisa  

3 Silibwet  

4 Kapkwen  

5 Merigi  

6 Tenwek 

7 Kapsimotwa  

8 Singorwet  Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2020 

 

Map 1: Spatial Context of the Municipality 
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Table 1: Bomet Municipality Constituent Wards and Size 

S/No Ward Name 

Total Ward Area  

(Sqkm)  

Area Within Planning  

(Sqkm) 

Portion of The Ward 

Inside Municipality (%) 

1 Silibwet 37.63 37.63 100 

2 Nyangores 107.74 87.64 81.3 

3 Mutarakwa 49.96 41.54 83.1 

4 Merigi 70.79 34.52 48.8 

5 Longisa 77.27 30.41 39.4 

6 Singorwet 34.91 24.79 71.0 

 TOTAL 378.3 256.5  

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2020 

1.2.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE MUNICIPALITY  

The Municipality ÏÆ "ÏÍÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ΩΡȭÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ +ÁÐËÏÒÏÓ 

Tea Factory as the first major development. The now known Bomet town grew from a single 

street (Kipchamba Street), and virgin surrounding areas. Koma Plaza in the middle of the CBD 

along Kipchamba Street was the first business centre to be established in the town in 1992. 

The MunicipalityȭÓ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÔÏ ÕÒÂÁÎ 

migration occÁÓÉÏÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÏ× ÄÅÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÏÆ 

government. 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÄÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

arrival of new businesses, government, and civil society and private sector workers. This led 

to rise in urban growth occasioned with increase in land prices, not only in Bomet town, but 

also in other urban nodes of Silibwet, Tenwek, Merigi and Longisa situated within the 

Municipality.  

1.2.2 AT PRESENT 

Bomet Municipality is currently experiencing unprecedented rate of urban growth due to 

among others, devolution. Urban growth has been immense along the Narok-Bomet-Kisii 

highway further creating a larger urban character straddling East to West of the Municipality. 
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The West and Northern parts of the Municipality is characterized by good climatic conditions 

favorable for tea growing and other agricultural products leading to higher populations. 

These parts of the Municipality have the highest number of areas with a substantive urban 

character. Local politics have also affected the growth of the Municipality with some areas 

(West and North parts) having better infrastructural facilities and attracting more dense 

human settlements. East and Southern parts of the Municipality are characterized by dry 

climatic conditions and poor infrastructure, thus low agricultural production and less human 

settlements. 

The high rate of urbanization in the Municipality poses a challenge to the capacity of relevant 

authorities to manage and control development. This is largely due to the lack of an 

appropriate spatial framework to guide and direct development of the Municipality and 

satellite urban nodes. 

Major planning challenges facing the Municipality include but not limited to the following:  

lack of a spatial framework to guide its growth (currently being prepared); high population 

growth straining the available infrastructural facilities; urban sprawl; informalities 

(settlements and commercial activities); lack of adequate basic infrastructure developments 

such as paved roads, sewer, water supply, solid waste disposal and surface water drainage; 

environmental degradation including unsanitary disposal of waste, encroachment on riparian 

reserve and informal settlements encroachments on fragile ecosystem. 

 

Physiographical Features of the Municipality 

Topography 

Undulating hills and valleys characterize the Topography of Bomet Municipality. It forms a 

transitional belt between Kericho hills and the Narok Plains. The land slopes mainly from North 

to South and to a lesser extent in the East-West direction with a ridge across the area. The 

altitude of Bomet ranges from 1900 meters above sea level to 2060 meters above sea level 

with an average of 2000 meters asl. The Masare range, Kyogong and Tiroti hills to the South 

East; the Sugumerka hills to the South West and the Mutarakwa hills to the North East reflects 

the upper zones of the Municipality which give way to the less undulating terrain on the 
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Central, Western and South Western area of the Municipality. Consequently, drainage is in 

that direction and the altitude rises to 2018 M above sea level. The main river in the area is 

River Nyangores, which flows from southwest Mau forest and proceed southwards through 

Tenwek. 

Ecological Conditions 

The ecological condition of Bomet Municipality is largely defined by its proximity to the Mau 

complex, which is the source of a number of rivers and wetlands. A high range of natural 

vegetation and vast agricultural systems characterize the area. 

Climatic Conditions  

The climate of Bomet Municipality reflects largely that of the county. The rainfall is evenly 

distributed except for the short dry season in January and February. The wettest months are 

April and May. The area experiences two rainy seasons; the long rains, which occur from March 

to May and the short rains, which occur from August to October. The Northern and Eastern parts 

of the Municipality are high altitude areas with rich soils suitable for tea and dairy farming. The 

lower Eastern parts are particularly suitable for maize, coffee and horticultural products. 

Southern parts of the Municipality are lower altitude areas suitable for coffee, horticultural 

products and livestock farming. Central and Western regions of the Municipality are moderately 

suitable for tea and dairy farming and highly suitable for horticultural products. The temperature 

levels range from 16 0 C to 24 0 C with the coldest months being between February and April, 

and the hottest between December and January. 

Geological Structure 

Bomet County is made of volcanic as well as igneous and metamorphic rocks. These rocks 

produce suitable soils for tea and dairy farming in the higher altitudes in the northeastern 

parts of the Municipality. The lower Eastern parts are particularly suitable for maize, coffee 

and horticultural products. The lower altitude areas of the Municipality are the Southern parts 

and are suitable for coffee, maize, horticultural products and livestock farming.   
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2.0 PLANNING CONTEXT  

2.1 PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Integrated Plan is part of the broader methodology framework required to deliver the 

long-term outcomes established in the MunicipalityȭÓ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÇÅÎÄÁȢ The IDeP 

provides an overarching strategic outcome for Poverty reduction, Competitive Bomet 

economy, Sustainable environment and High quality of life focusing on  

i. Better service delivery - Civic/citizen and social plans, Health and wellbeing (housing 

and homes, healthcare, education), Safety and security, Build infrastructure (utilities, 

mobility and transportation, building and construction, development control)  

ii. Local economic development - Industry and innovation (business and 

entrepreneurship, trade and commerce, skills enhancement, technology and research) 

iii. Partnership approach ɀ Shared vision, implementation and coordination management 

iv. Capacity Development ɀ enhancement of the Municipal capacity and Sustainable 

Municipal resources  

v. Spatial integration - Quality and sound environment (clean environment, resource 

access and management, urban resilience) 

The IDeP aims to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To guide decision making in respect of service delivery and public sector investment.  

2.  To inform budgets and service delivery programs of the Municipality and service 

agencies.  

3.   To coordinate the activities of various service delivery agencies within Bomet 

MunicipalityȭÓ ÁÒÅÁ ÏÆ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ  

4.   To engage communities and other key interested and affected parties in municipal 

affairs, particularly the continuous integrated development process.  

5. To develop framework for strengthening the capacity and building synergies for 

sustainable development; 

6. To ensure protection and promotion of the interests and rights of the communities 

within the Municipality with the responsibility to future generations in mind; 
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7. To promote the pursuit of equity in resource allocation within the Municipality; 

8. To ensure that the Municipality infrastructure is integrated with the county 

infrastructure and strategically aligned for sustainable development; 

9. To facilitate development of well-balanced urban settlements and ensure productive 

and sustainable use of resources within the Municipality; 

2.2 HOW THE INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN WAS DEVELOPED 

2.2.1 KEY TASKS UNDERTAKEN 

For the Integrated Development Plan to attain the intended purpose, the following key tasks 

were undertaken:  

1. Assessment of community needs and aligning them to the requirements of the 

Constitution  

2. Assessment of the existing services and analysis of service gaps;  

3. Assessment of the current social, cultural, economic and environmental situation in 

the Municipality 

4. Prioritization of issues/needs through public participation 

5. Preparation of integrated frameworks and goals to meet the identified development 

and community needs; 

6. Preparation of strategies to achieve the goals within specific time frames. These 

strategies are attentive to livability, urban resilience, local economic development, 

community and social services, infrastructure and services development, adequate 

and affordable housing, industry and innovation as well as sustainability.   

7. Preparation of a financial plan, which include ways of acquiring financial resources 

8. Preparation of an Implementation framework indicating targeted timelines for 

ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ goals projects and programmes to achieve intended 

purpose.  

9. Preparation of a Monitoring and Evaluation mechanism indicating key performance 

indicators, performance targets, measurable outcomes and impacts to track the 

MunicipalityȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ  
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2.2.2 KEY APPROACHES USED IN PREPARING THE PLAN 

Key approaches that were applied in preparation of the Integrated Development Plan include; 

i. Participatory and Consultative Approach 

Throughout the planning process, comments and concerns from various stakeholders were 

sought and incorporated into the plan as appropriate. The participatory approach helped 

build consensus on the plan proposals as well as create a sense of ownership of the plan 

amongst stakeholders. Stakeholder participation was primarily facilitated through project 

workshops, which were convened in close collaboration with the Department of Lands, 

Housing and Urban Planning. This involved preparing a communication strategy for the entire 

plan preparation process.  

ii. Evidence - Based Decision Making 

This approach ensured that analysis of issues, prioritization of needs, formulation of strategies 

and project identification are realistic and justifiable based on facts and data collected. This 

ensured their practicality in addressing identified development challenges in the Municipality.  

iii. Multi -disciplinary Approach  

The preparation of the IDeP involved a multi-disciplinary approach, where input of various 

professional backgrounds were utilized including; physical planning, land surveying, 

transportation engineering, water and sanitation engineering, environmental expertise, legal 

expertise, sociology, land economics among others.  This ensured delivery of a well-informed 

integrated development plan for the Municipality. 

iv. Multi -sectoral Approach  

The planning process focused on deliberate collaboration of stakeholder groups with interest 

in a variety of sectors including housing, transportation, physical and social infrastructure, 

environment, marginalized groups, among others. The plan therefore bears interventions 

that address planning challenges across the various sectors. Given the participatory nature of 

the approach, sectoral players were expected to determine impact of the plan on their own 

sector plans goals and objectives. 
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v. Strategic Approach  

During the process, critical issues were analyzed and prioritization of needs undertaken 

through public participation. This allowed the participants to select the key strategic areas 

that the Plan will address. Strategic approach enabled the Plan to focus on development 

strategies that are key enablers of achieving the desired vision, viable service delivery and 

overall realization of sustainable municipal development.  

vi. Integrated Development Planning Approach  

The planning process sought to exploit interrelationship between individual aspects of urban 

development. Consequently, plan proposals were geared towards implementation of 

programmes and projects that are mutually beneficial to key sectors. This helps to promote 

coordinated development within the Municipality. 

vii. Collaborative Approach  

To facilitate implementation of the Integrated Development Plan, the Municipal Board during 

the planning process sought to harness collaborative effort amongst key development 

players in the Municipality namely; the county government, national government agencies, 

service providers, NGOs, Civil society groups, registered community groups and the local 

residents. 

viii. Bench Marking for Best Practices 

Benchmarking was undertaken to compare development trends, as well as development 

potentials opportunities and constraints in the Municipality to other urban areas, both 

nationally and internationally.  The purpose for this was to obtain widely acceptable and 

prescribed interventions that can suitably be applied in preparing the IDeP. 
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2.3 CONSTITUTIONAL, LEGAL AND POLICY BASIS FOR PREPARATION OF THE IDeP 

The Constitutional, Legal and Policy background that provides for need and preparation of 

Urban Development Plans is summarized as follows: 

1. The Constitution of Kenya, 2010: Assigns planning functions to the two tiers of 

Government, the National and County Governments. The National Government is 

responsible for fostering capacity building and offering technical support to the 

County Governments. The County Governments are responsible for county planning.  

The Constitution further provides for a devolved system of government and 

guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms for the citizens. It provides for the 

transfer of functions between the two levels of government, including physical and 

land use planning, and integrated development planning. The fundamental rights 

guaranteed by the Constitution pertain to economic and social rights which include the 

right to clean and healthy environment, adequate and decent housing and to 

reasonable standards of sanitation, right to education and a right to a clean and 

healthy environment.  

Bomet Municipality Integrated Development Plan aspires to achieve the provisions of 

the Constitution, 2010, through provision of a sustainable use of resources, 

transparent and accountable municipal governance and provision of basic services to 

the people of Bomet Municipality.  

2. Urban Areas and Cities Act, 2011. The Act was amended in 2019. The Act provides for 

preparation of Urban Areas and Cities Integrated Urban Development Plans. 

Integrated Urban Development Planning is a planning approach that involves the 

entire city/urban areas (municipalities, towns and market centres) and its citizens in 

finding the best solutions to achieve good long-term development. It also gives an 

overall framework for development, which aims to coordinate the work of locals 

and other spheres of government in a coherent plan to improve the quality of life 

for the people living in an area. The Act provides for annual review of an Urban 

Integrated Development Plan to assess its performance in accordance with 
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performance management tools set by it, and which allows the Plan to be amended 

as necessary 

3. County Governments Act, 2012. Part XI of the Act concerns county planning with a view 

to: establishing a framework for investment by the county; integrate economic, 

physical, social, environmental and spatial planning and promote sustainable 

development.  Section 111 of the Act provides for preparation of city or municipal plans, 

which shall be the instrument for development facilitation and development control 

within the respective city or Municipality.  

2.3.1 LINKING THE IDEP WITH THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) 

The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of goals, targets and 

indicators that UN member states will be expected to use to frame their agendas and political 

policies for 15 years. They are 17 sustainable development goals. The Bomet Municipality IDeP 

ÌÉÎËÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3$'Ó ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 6ÉÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ %ØÅÒÃÉÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ 

People of Bomet Municipality 7ÁÎÔȱȢ  Goals 1-6 directly address health disparities, primarily in 

developing countries. These goals are ÌÉÎËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ )$Å0ȭÓ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ 

key issues in the Municipality such as Poverty, Hunger and Food Security, Health, Education, 

Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment, and Water and Sanitation.  

Goal 11 of the SDGs aspires to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable. To make the Municipality sustainable for all, the IDeP creates strategies for good, 

affordable public housing as well as livable settlements. The IDeP also provides financial 

capacity and strategies to invest in public transport, create adequate green spaces, and get a 

broader range of people to be involved in the planning decisions 

The SGDs address issues pertaining to dignity, people, planet, partnership, justice and 

prosperity. The Municipality IDeP provides strategies that build economic growth and address 

a range of social needs in the Municipality including education, health, social protection, and 

job opportunities, while tackling climate change and environmental protection. Bomet 

Municipality IDeP is anchored on integrated and sustainable solutions to address the above 

key issues based on the Vision of the residents on the future they want for their Municipality.  
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2.3.2 LINKING THE IDEP WITI Y9b¸!Ω{ ±L{Lhb нло0 

Vision 2030 aims to transform Kenya into a newly industrializing, middle-income country 

providing a high quality life to its citizens by the year 2030. It is based on three pillars which 

are economic, social and political. The Integrated Development Plan for Bomet Municipality 

identifies with how Vision 2030 pillars and medium-term action priorities are addressed and 

localized as part of the broader strategy for Bomet County. The Vision informed the Plan on 

which avenues to explore within the Municipality for industrialization and promotion of 

sustainable socio-economic development. 

2.3.3 LINKING THE IDEP WITH THE NATIONAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

The Bomet Municipality IDeP is linked to the Urban Development Policy in the following 

manner: 

i. Ensuring planned, inclusive and sustainable urban development that implies the 

recognition of the Municipality as an entity that strives to harmonize urban planning 

with econÏÍÉÃ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ 

and environment.  

ii. Ensuring plan based administration of the Municipality thereby recognizing it as an 

entity that strive towards achieving effective urban management and administration.  

iii. Enhancing sustained improvement in the quality and coverage of infrastructure 

ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ "ÏÁÒÄȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅ  

iv. Ensuring a sustained improvement in the quality and coverage of service provision 

through a partnership framework that acknowledges the key roles of all key actors.  

v. Facilitating production and access to decent and affordable housing for all and 

eradicating slums  

vi. Alleviating urban poverty through employment generation by maximizing local 

economic development (LED) and adopting pro-growth policies and strategies.  

vii. Ensuring sustainable environmental management, which entails the recognition of the 

Municipality as an entity that strive to work towards the reduction of poverty and 

promotion of a sustainable urban environment.  
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viii. Ensuring the promotion of an effective financial management system through 

development of a financial plan.  

ix. Ensuring effective rural-urban and urban-urban linkages thereby promoting of the 

development of the Municipality as loci for enhancing sustainable development with 

linkages to its regional counterparts  

x. Ensuring the creation of effective coordination mechanisms for the roles and 

mandates of different actors in MunicipalityȭÓ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ  

xi. Ensuring a stable, peaceful and safe urban life 

Figure 1: Integrated System of Development Planning and Delivery  
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2.4 SCOPE OF THE PLAN 

In line with Section 40 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, 2011, which prescribes the contents 

of integrated city and urban area development plan, and the focus on development 

outcomes, Bomet MunicipalityȭÓ )$eP is presented in four main sections as follows:-  

1 An outline of the key development issues and trends based on an analysis of the 

current level of development (Situation Analysis). Presented in Section B of the Plan  

2 A strategic framework, which outlines the MunicipalityȭÓ vision, needs prioritization 

and with specific emphasis on the MunicipalityȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȟ 

actions plans and strategies (Strategic Plan). Presented in Section C of the Plan 

3 Planning. Identification and reaching consensus on key projects that the Municipality 

envisages to implement in 5 years. A capital program to implement the projects 

identified and agreed including a one-year program, a three-year program aligned to 

the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework and the Five Year Plan (Financial Plan). 

Presented in Section D of the Plan 

4 An implementation framework for the identified projects and programmes indicating 

actors and timlines expected for implementation. The section also contains a 

performance management tool (Monitoring and Evaluation mechanism) indicating key 

performance indicators, performance targets, measurable outcomes and impacts to 

ÔÒÁÃË ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ Ôowards achieving the set Vision.  Presented in Section 

E of the Plan 
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3.0 ISSUES IDENTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS 

3.1 OVERVIEW  

This section provides a summary of the study findings that entail assessment of community 

needs, sectoral and spatial analysis of the Municipality. During urban studies, investigation 

×ÁÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅÎ ÔÏ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌȟ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ 

environmental dynamics through desktop and field studies. The outcome of the investigation 

as presented in this section formed a basis for prioritization of needs and formulation of 

strategies and projects for the next five years. During this phase, identified stakeholders were 

engaged to provide local issues that affect them, identify development priorities and develop 

a Vision for the Municipality. Spatial analysis was undertaken through detailed mapping of the 

Municipality. 

This section also presents the MunicipalityȭÓ potentials, opportunities and challenges, capacity 

needs for various stakeholders, existing planning gaps and opportunities and key 

recommendations to alleviate the challenges, utilize the potential, optimize opportunities and 

as a result, achieve the desired Plan purpose. 

Identification and analysis of issues involved ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ as 

well as field visits summarized as follows. 

1. Stakeholders Analysis and Consultation  

(a) Stakeholders Analysis 

Under this task, the Municipal Board together with the Department of Lands, Housing and 

Urban Planning identified the key stakeholders to be engaged throughout the study period. 

These stakeholders included local residents at the household level, urban nodes and at the 

Municipality-wide level; key informants and experts from County Government of Bomet; 

relevant national ministries/departments/agencies; civil society groups; local groups such as 

youth and women; special interest parties such as business people, artisans among others. 
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(b) Stakeholders Consultation 

Consultations were done through visiting key informants and experts offices with interview 

guides and data checklists, focus group discussions with special interest groups, visioning 

workshops at the Ward level, household surveys using structured questionnaires and informal 

engagements with the Municipality residents. 

2. Site Visits 

The team visited various localities within the Municipality to identify their unique features and 

conditions. A variety of data collection techniques were used including; Observation, 

Photography, Sketching and GIS mapping. The team adopted one or a combination of several 

techniques depending on the required information/data and the data gaps to be filled. 

3.2 THE MUNICIPALITYȭ3 0/05,!4)/. !.$ $%-/'2!0(9 

This sub section describes population size and demographic characteristics of Bomet 

Municipality. This is in relation to population size, population characteristics such as growth 

rates and densities, population conditions in terms of income and poverty levels, literacy 

levels etc. Population projections are as well undertaken to determine the future needs of the 

people of Bomet. Emerging issues from the population and possible solutions are also 

outlined at the end of the section.  

3.2.1 POPULATION SIZE 

According to the 2019 population and housing census, Bomet Municipality (town and its 

environs) had a total population size of 144,838 persons, which comprised of 71,840 males 

and 72,998 females. This presents a male to female ratio of 49.6% male and 50.3% female. 

Using an urban growth rate of 4.2%, the population is projected to be 177,919 persons in 2025. 

Since the population of the Municipality is comprised of core urban, peri-urban and rural 

population the projection was also done using the county growth rate of 2.7% translating to 

165,476 persons. Both scenarios indicate an increase in population by 2025, which imply that 

ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 

this population increase. 
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3.2.2 POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

1 Population Structure 

Population structure represents the age and sex composition of Bomet Municipality. The 

structure is presented in a pyramid as shown below.  

 

Chart 1: Population Pyramid of Bomet Municipality 

From the above pyramid, the population of the Municipality has been grouped into three 

broad groups: 0-14 years which constitutes children, 15-64 years constituting the working or 

economically active group and 65 years and above constituting the aged. There is a relatively 

high concentration of the population in the age group 0-14 representing (27.8%) necessitating 

the need to provide services to support the children. However, more than half of the 

population (69%) falls within the working age group indicating a rationally high potential for 

labor force and a low dependency ratio.  

Age Cohorts and Implications  

The population structure presents an opportunity to extract special age cohorts for analysis 

based on their special needs and implications. They include, under 5, school going age, 

youthful population, female reproductive age, the labor force and the aged population.  

-8 -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8

<= 4

5-9
10-14

15 - 19

20 - 24
25 - 29
30 - 34

35 - 39

40 - 44
45 - 49
50 - 54

55 - 59

60 - 64
65+

Population Structure of Bomet Municipality (%) 

FEMALE MALE



BOMET MUNICIPALITY INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2020-2025) 

                                       TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT                                     20 
 

Under 5 Years 

This cohort takes a 7.7% proportion of the total population. It comprises of infants and nursery 

school going children. This implies the need to provide adequate Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) centres and health centres to cater for the under 5 years. Better health 

care facilities should also be provided to ensure good health for infants.  

School Going Age (5-18yrs)  

Represents 29.3% of the total population. This population comprises of primary and secondary 

school going age. Schools should be adequately provided with necessary equipment in 

respect to this cohort. This involves the improvement of existing schools and construction of 

new ones in order to meet the demand.  

Youth Population (15-35)  

This cohort constitute about 21.75% of the total population in the Municipality. This represents 

the age group in labor market as well as secondary and tertiary colleges. The youth should be 

equipped with the relevant skills in order to reduce the dependency ratio. In addition, 

investments in vocational and technical training infrastructure should be prioritized to avail 

opportunities for the group to acquire technical skills and innovative ideas.  Serviced light 

industrial areas should also be provided within the urban areas to encourage the youth to 

start workshops, fabrication stations among other self-employment opportunities. This will 

reduce the unemployment gap.  

Female Reproductive Age (15-49) 

This group accounts for about 14.95% of the population and consists of the female population 

of childbearing age. The cohort needs special health care to both newborns and mothers. 

Therefore, there is a need to provide safe and effective reproductive methods to reduce the 

number of births and maternal mortality. Enhancement of education on the use of family 

planning methods in order to keep the population at manageable levels is also of great 

importance.  
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Labour Force (15-64) 

This group accounts for 69% of the population. This cohort represents the population capable 

of providing labor for production of goods and services. It thus implies that 39.3 per cent of 

the people are dependents.  This  scenario  portrays a fairly good picture for  the  MunicipalityȭÓ  

economy  only  if employment opportunities are created to engage the growing  labor force 

so as to support the increasing population of the dependents. It comprises of skilled, semi-

skilled and unskilled labor force in the market. Employment opportunities can be created 

through bettering existing market centres, creation of serviced industrial parks, skill 

development and enhancement through continuous professional development programs, 

leveraging on technological opportunities, exploring tourism opportunities among others.  

Aged Population (65+) 

Represents 2.2% of the total population. This comprises the immediate retired people to the 

very aged. The cohort requires special medical attention for old age related health issues. For 

the very aged population, homes for the elderly are a necessary infrastructure for the 

wellbeing of this population.  

2. Household Size  

The average household size for the Municipality stands at 4 persons. This is slightly lower than 

the county average household size of 5 persons. It is equal to that of Kenya according to 

population census carried out in 2019.  

3. Population Density 

This is the number of persons in an area per SqKm. The Municipality covers a total area of 257 

SqKm with a population of 144,838 persons. This gives a population density of 564 persons 

per SqKm. The density is highest in Township Ward followed by Singorwet and Longisa Wards. 

This is attributed to the level of development (hence more urbanized) in these wards and the 

favorable climatic conditions compared to the rest of the wards. The population density is 

steadily increasing having risen from 432 Persons per SqKm in 2009. This is almost double the 
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county density of 346 per SqKm.  It is projected to increase to 693 persons per SqKm by the 

year 2025.  

Map 2: Bomet Municipality Population Density 

 

 

3.2.3 POPULATION CONDITIONS 

Poverty Rate    

Poverty rate is the ratio of the number of people whose income falls below the poverty line; 

the poverty line in Kenya is 2 dollars a day. According to KNHPC 2009, the poverty rate of 

Bomet County was estimated as 46.5% slightly lower than that of Kenya at 47.2%. According to 

ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ "ÁÎËȟ +ÅÎÙÁȭÓ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÒÁÔÅ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ΥΧȢΨϷ ÂÙ ΤΡΣΨ ÈÅÎÃÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ "ÏÍÅÔ 

County to have declined as well. However, factors such as recent decrease in agricultural 

production may have currently affected the poverty rate within the MunicipalityȢ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄ 

Source: Bomet Municipality Land Use Plan, 2020 
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to invest in employment opportunities with an objective of eradicating poverty within the 

Municipality and the county as well.  

Literacy Levels  

Literacy is the ability to read and write. According to the household survey 2019, 85% of the 

population reported to have the ability to read and write. This is higher than that of Kenya, 

which is at 78.73%. This can be attributed to the fact that the Municipality is a Municipality 

(urban area). In urban areas, there is high access to education services. An assessment of 

highest level of education attained reveals that 6.8% has no formal education. It further 

indicates that 68.8% have at least completed primary school while 18.2% have at least attained 

a post-secondary education. This is an indicator that the education sector is fairly better in the 

Municipality and only a few improvements need to be done to the education facilities to 

reduce the gap.  

Life Expectancy 

According to the World Bank, the life expectancy of Kenya was 67 years in 2018. Assuming 

that the expectancy is evenly distributed across the country, then Bomet can be said to have 

the same expectancy. European countries like Japan, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Sweden, and 

others such as Israel and Australia have life expectancy of more than 80 years, which is 

attributed to their universal health care system, generally better diet and low levels of 

inequality. Life expectancy increases due to healthcare improvements like the introduction of 

vaccines, the development of drugs or positive behavior changes like the reduction in 

smoking or drinking rates. Better universal health care and awareness creation programs can 

ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÎÃÙȢ 3ÈÏÒÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÈÅalth facilities, under staffing in 

public health centres and inadequate drugs are among the reasons why the Municipality life 

expectancy age could be lower.   
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3.2.4 EMERGING ISSUES ON POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHY  

1. Rapidly Increasing Population. The population is expected to continue increasing over 

the years due to the unprecedented levels of urbanization. This will exert pressure on 

existing infrastructure and social services if they are not consistently improved and 

expanded.  

2. High labor force: The municipalities labor force stands at 69%. This implies 31% of the 

ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ +ÅÎÙÁȭÓ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÙ ÒÁÔÉÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

stood at 72.8% by the year 2018. To harness this potential, adequate job opportunities 

should be provided.  

3. Inadequate social and physical infrastructure: As evident from data needs assessment 

in the subsequent sections, there exists service and infrastructure gaps such as health 

facilities, water and sanitation, access roads as well as community facilities. This gap 

should be bridged to avoid overcrowding within existing facilities hence reducing the 

quality of the services provided.  

4. High poverty rate (46.5%): slightly lower than that of Kenya at 47.2ϷȢ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ 

invest in employment opportunities with an objective of eradicating poverty within the 

Municipality and the county as well. 
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3.3 ASSESSMENT OF COMMUNITY NEEDS  

This section provides a summary of the study findings that entail assessment of community 

needs at the Ward and Household levels. At the ward level, workshops were undertaken 

where the residents were invited to present their challenges as well as needs. At the 

household level, questionnaires were admitted through structured random sampling in the 

urban areas of every ward. These areas were the now ËÎÏ×Î "ÏÍÅÔ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÃÏÒÅ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÁÒÅÁȟ 

Kyogong, Sachoran, Kapkesosio, Kipsarwet, Emitiot, Longisa, Merigi, Tenwek, Silibwet, 

Tirgaga, Aisaik, Kipkoi, Kapsimotwa, Singorwet, Tarakwa, Sachangwan and Kapkwen. More 

weight was given to the core centre commonly referred to as Bomet Town due to its large 

size of population as well as the high level of urbanization.  

3.3.3 COMMUNITY NEEDS AT THE HOUSEHOLD LEVEL 

This was done through household questionnaires and the results were analyzed and 

presented as follows 

Challenges in accessing Health Services 

Main challenges reported by most households when accessing health services in the 

Municipality include inadequate drugs (43.9%), inadequate health workers (16.4%) and 

inadequate facilities and equipment (11.2%). See chart 2 below for more details 
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Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Challenges in accessing Basic Education 

In this section, residents of the Municipality were interviewed on the main challenges they 

face when accessing pre-primary education, primary level education and secondary 

education. Main challenges across the three levels of basic education include inadequate 

teachers, inadequate facilities, poor condition of existing facilities and inadequate support 

infrastructure (water, electricity, sanitation). Detailed list of challenges residents of the 

Municipality face at the household level is presented in the following charts 
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Chart 2: Challenges in Accessing Health Services 
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Chart 4: Challenges faced in accessing Primary School Education  

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Chart 3: Challenges Faced in Accessing Pre-primary Education 
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Chart 5: Challenges Faced In Accessing Secondary School Education 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Inadequate Water Supply 

Most households (33.2%) in the Municipality use river water. Attendant to it includes distance 

to the source and poor water quality. More resources are needed to increase supply of 

portable water in the Municipality 

Low Sewer Coverage 

Most households in the Municipality use pit latrines for liquid waste disposal (92.3%). 
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allocated towards provision of a sewer system especially in the urban nodes of the 

Municipality.  

Chart 6: Sources of Household Water and the attendant Challenges 

 

  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Chart 7: Liquid Waste Disposal Methods 

  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Lack of proper Solid Waste Management 

Most households in the Municipality burn their household waste or throw it in a compost pit. 

Collection of waste at the household level is at 20%. Waste collection is very low and there is 

inadequate provision of waste management facilities in the housing areas.  

Chart 8: Methods of Household Waste Management 

  

Source: Field survey, 2019 
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Lighting and Cooking Energy 

Chart 9: Main Source of Lighting and Cooking Energy 

  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Emerging issues 

- Nearly half the households in the Municipality do not have electricity connection 

- Most households rely on wood energy for cooking i.e. firewood and charcoal at 70.6% 

and 13.2% respectively. The uptake of the use of LPG is still low, at 13.4%. 

- The wood energy for cooking is becoming scarce and expensive for most of the 

interviewed residents. 

- The uptake of the Liquefied petroleum Gas (LPG) in the rural areas is still low. 

Inadequate provision of Public Open Spaces within Neighborhood 

These include playgrounds, open spaces and 

neighborhood parks that are provided within 

housing areas. Household survey reviewed 

that only 17% have access to public open 

spaces within their neighborhoods. These 

facilities are crucial for social interaction and 

promote of active recreation resulting into a 

socially and physically fit community.  
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Chart 10: Availability of Public Open Spaces 
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Inadequate provision of Social and community Centres 

These include social halls and community 

centres where residents can hold 

meetings, interact, promote talents, host 

inter-societal competitions etc. from the 

household surveys, only 31% of the 

population have access to these facilities 

at household level. There is need to bridge 

the gap in order to achieve a socially active 

Municipality.  

Challenges in accessing Community Facilities 

Most respondents reported poor infrastructural facilities and roads as the main challenges 

they face when accessing the existing community facilities. See chart 12 below 

Chart 12: Challenges in Accessing Community Facilities 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Chart 11: Access to Social and community centres 
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Challenges in accessing and using Recreational Facilities 

Chart 13: Challenges in Recreational Facilities 

  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Issues facing households in terms of employment 

Approximately 22.1% of the respondents cited poor roads as the main problem that affect their 

day-to-day economic activities, about 15.7% cited lack of or inadequate capital to start a 

business, while 15.3% cited poor and inadequate markets for their produce as the main issue 

affecting them in terms of employment. Other issues cited were low wages (14.9%), low prices 

for produce (14.5%), lack of or low employment opportunities (12.4%), and small uneconomical 

land sizes leading to low productivity and land use diversity (5.2%). See chart 14 below 

Chart 14: Challenges affecting household on employment 
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Community Participation in development initiatives and attendant challenges 

Approximately 65% of the households sampled reported to have participated in community 

development initiatives. Most participation is through local barazas on matters pertaining 

security, social issues, community initiatives and environment 

Chart 15: Participation in Community Development Initiatives 

  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Challenges experienced in public participation include: 

a) Low turnout due to:  

- Existence of numerous public participation on similar issues that do not elicit 

any public excitement due to redundancy and non-action by the authorities. 

Feedback from the public is never acted upon by the relevant authorities 

-  Agendas not distributed/communicated early in advance  

- Some people feel that the meeting purposes do not affect them directly or they 

are not interested in participating 

- Unfavorable weather conditions 

b) Inadequate meeting facilities/venues for public participation 

c) Inadequate budgetary allocations on public participation 

d) Low capacity to understand and adequately participate on prevailing issues due to 

among other factors, political influence or interference from MCAs and MPs  
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3.3.4 STAKEHOLDERS WORKSHOPS 

This was done through representative forums at the Ward Level. The representative forums comprised of Community leaders, 

Government officials from the county and national government departments, Committee members of community based 

ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ /ÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÎÏÎ-governmental organizations, Representatives from political 

organizations and Advocates for disadvantaged groups with and without legitimate representatives. During ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ 

engagement forums, main development concerns were noted and summarized in table 2 below.  

Table 2: Stakeholders Concerns at the Ward Level 

 
THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Land and 
Environment 

¶ Lack of title deeds 

within the market 

center and the rural 

area 

¶ Double allocation of 

plots within the 

urban area; 

¶ Poor drainage 

¶ There is no public 

forest in the urban 

area  

¶ Environmental 

degradation  

¶ A land use plan 

for Emitiot is 

required. 

¶ Review of the 

boundary of 

the 

Municipality to 

cover the 

newly created 

Longisa 

township; 

¶ Lack of land 

ownership 

documents 

¶ Lack of 

public land 

for 

establishme

nt of utilities 

i.e. 

Chepkolon 

¶ Encroachm

ent of 

riparian 

reserves 

¶ Human-

Wildlife 

conflicts  

¶ Lack of 

land/space for 

commercial 

shops/activitie

s/public 

purpose 

facilities 

¶ Lack of title 

deeds 

¶ Improper land 

subdivision 

¶ Lack of a land 

use plan 

¶ Lack of a solid 

waste disposal 

site 

 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Lack of title deeds 

caused by long 

process of titling 

¶ Soil erosion 

¶ Dumping of waste 

into rivers 

¶ Environmental 

degradation 

¶ Planting of 

eucalyptus trees 

along rivers 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Housing and 
Human 
settlements 

¶ There are temporary 

dwellings in the 

urban areas; use of 

Mud and 

timber/Unsustainabl

e houses 

¶ Poor access 
roads 

¶ Lack of 
adequate basic 
services 

¶ Poor access 
roads 

¶ Inadequate 
services 
such as 
water 

¶ Poor 
housing 
conditions 

¶ Poor access 
roads 

¶ Poor Access 

Roads 

¶ Squeezed 

housing units 

¶ Inadequate 

housing 

¶ There is no 

inspection on 

building plans 

and 

development 

¶ Lack of safety 

gargets like fire 

extinguishers 

¶ Encroachment of 

road reserves 

¶ Lack of finance to 

build proper 

houses 

¶ Accumulated land 

rates 

Health 
facilities 

¶ Inadequate facilities 

i.e. maternity wing, 

Laboratory 

¶ Inadequate health 

personnel  

¶ Inadequate supply 

of essential drugs in 

Itembe health 

facility 

¶ Addition of a 

health facility 

¶ Inadequate 

space at 

maternity wing 

¶ Inadequate 

drugs 

¶ Increase 

ambulances 

¶ Inadequate 

health 

centers due 

to lack of 

funds 

 

¶ Longisa 

Referral is 

congested 

 

¶ Inadequate 
facilities in the 
existing health 
facilities 

¶ More facilities 
are needed 
especially health 
centres because 
the population 
is large  

¶ Shortage of drugs 

in the dispensary 

¶ Insufficient health 

personnel in the 

dispensary 

¶ Faulty heath 

equipment 

¶ Lack of maternity 

ward in Singorwet 

dispensary 

¶ Cancer, TB and 

dental diseases 

are the main 

diseases in the 

area. 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Education 
facilities 

¶ Inadequate schools  

¶ Inadequate teachers 

¶ Inadequate boarding 

facilities in 

Secondary schools;  

¶ Inadequate 

resources in 

technical schools as 

well as adult 

education schools. 

¶ There are few 

ECDE centres; 

¶ Matarmat 

primary 

school 

building is 

unsafe 

 

¶ Construct a 

research 

center in 

Bomet 

¶ Long distance to 

learning 

institutions 

¶ Inadequate 

teaching staff 

¶ Inadequate land 

for expansion of 

education 

facilities 

¶ Poor access 

roads 

¶ Lack of 

accountability 

¶ Lack of learning 

materials 

¶ Lack of special 

schools in the area 

¶ Inadequate ECDE 

facilities 

¶ Lack of adequate 

tertiary schools in 

the ward 

¶ Insufficient 

teachers in 

schools. 

Recreation/ 
Community 
facilities 

¶ Lack of a public 

Library; playground, 

stadium, public 

cemetery site, social 

halls and public 

parks 

¶ Lack of 

Community 

and 

Recreational 

Facilities;  a 

library, open 

spaces 

 

¶ Lack of 

recreational 

facilities i.e. 

parks and 

gardens 

¶ Lack of 

community 

facilities 

 

¶ Lack of a 

social hall 

¶ Lack of an ICT 

hub 

¶ Lack of a 

rehabilitation 

center/playgr

ound/library 

¶ Lack of an urban 

park/open space 

¶ Lack of social 

halls and 

community 

centers in major 

urban centers 

¶ Lack of an ICT 

Centre in the 

County 

¶ Lack of adequate 

community 

facilities such as 

community halls, 

open spaces 

 

Water ¶ Water shortage; Rely 

on one Borehole  

¶ Lack of adequate 

safe drinking water 

¶ Inadequate 

piped water 

supply in the 

area;  

¶ Unreliable; 

high cost of 

water 

connection; 

¶ Inadequate 

supply of 

water to 

Merigi 

centre 

 

¶ Inadequate 

water supply 

¶ Water weed in 

Kaposirir Dam 

¶ Water pollution 

¶ Inadequate 

water supply  

¶ Planting of 

Eucalyptus trees 

along the rivers 

¶ Inadequate water 

supply 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Solid waste 
management 

¶ Poor waste 

management 

¶ Lack of proper waste 

management 

¶ No waste 

management 

site / landfill 

¶ Poor 

manageme

nt of solid 

waste; 

Inadequate 

garbage 

bins  

¶ Lack of a solid 

waste 

disposal site 

 

¶ No solid waste 

disposal sites 

¶ Inadequate 

garbage 

collection trucks 

¶ Lack of a sewer 

system 

¶ Poor waste 

management 

¶ Lack of adequate 

waste 

management 

facilities 

 

Energy ¶ There is irregular 

supply of Electricity 

¶ There is 
unreliable 
power supply 
and some 
households 
lack power 
connection 

¶ Some areas 

are not 

connected 

to 

electricity 

 

¶ Unreliable 

electricity 

 

¶ Unreliable 

power supply 

¶ Lack of 

alternatives to 

electricity 

¶ Unreliable 

power supply 

¶ Unreliable  supply 

of electricity in 

schools and 

hospitals 

 

Roads and 
Transport 

¶ Poor road network 

¶ Missing links, and 

bridges; Bridge at 

Kiprurugit stream; 

Kapkwen ɀ 

Bambanik school 

¶ Need for a service 

lane in Itembe 

Market Katembwo ɀ 

Kabewor 

Chemyaliliet school  

¶ Tarmacking of 

post office - 

Sunshine and 

Kembu road is 

needed;  

¶ Construct a bus 

stop and car 

parks within 

the town  

¶ Service lanes 

needed 

¶ Poor roads  

rendering 

some areas 

inaccessible  

¶ Lack of 

Boda Boda 

sheds 

¶ Construction of 

bridges 

between East 

Sotik and 

Nyagaa, 

between 

sachangwan 

and Kipsiwon is 

required 

¶ Tarmacking 

access roads 

i.e. Tarakwa-

Nyagaa-

Birirbei, 

Tarakwa-

Waigeri  

¶ Construction of 

a bypass from 

¶ Poor road surface 

conditions 

¶ Narrow roads 

¶ Lack of a town by-

pass 

¶ Poor access roads 

to households 

¶ Poor storm water 

drainage. 

¶ Lack of a bus 

park, stage and 

pedestrian 

walkways 

¶ Lack of speed 

bumps 

¶ Inadequate 

bodaboda sheds 

¶ Lack of storm 

water drainage 

facilities 

¶ Poor  access roads 

to Kamasega 

Primary 

¶ Road to the 

slaughter house is 

poorly maintained  

¶ Lack of bumps on 

the main road 

heading to 

Singorwet Centre 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Kyogong to 

Kapkwen to 

ease traffic in 

the CBD 

¶ Harassment by 

county 

enforcement 

officers 

Local Economy ¶ Agriculture ɀ lack of 

proper markets, 

storage facilities for 

sweet potatoes; 

poor production of 

maize and beans 

due to seed, 

diseases and soils 

issues; lack of water; 

breeding issues 

¶ Trade ɀ lack of a 

market place and 

space for traders in 

Itembe market;  

¶ Lack of public toilets 

¶ Lack of a livestock 

market as well as 

infrastructure. 

¶ Industries ɀ Lack of 

industries for value 

addition and job 

creation. 

¶ Tourism: Un-

developed tourist 

attraction sites. 

¶ Inadequate 
Artificial 
Insemination 
services;  

¶ Lack of a 
properly built 
retail market 
and the space 
provided for a 
market is small 

¶ Inadequate 

infrastructural 

facilities such 

as sewer, 

water and 

street lighting 

¶ No designated 
land for 
industrial 
development 

 
 
 
 
 

¶ There are 

no market 

stalls in 

Merigi 

Centre 

¶ High rates 

of youth 

unemploym

ent 

¶ The market 

centre is 

too small 

and lacks a 

room for 

expansion. 

¶ Poor 

market for 

agricultural 

produce i.e. 

tea 

 
 

¶ Lack of 

market 

facilities 

¶ The coffee 

factory is not 

operational 

¶ There is a no 

cattle dip 

¶ Construction 

of  a modern 

business 

centre 

¶ There is need 

for a farmers 

business 

center 

¶ Educate 

farmers on 

farming of 

Macadamia 

Nuts and Chia 

seeds 

¶ There is need 

for a milk 

cooling plant 

¶ Lack of 

extension 

officers 

¶ Lack of market 

stalls 

¶ Imposition of 

hut tax 

¶ Inadequate 

sanitation 

facilities 

¶ Inadequate 

business 

facilities e.g. 

shoe shine 

shops 

¶ Inadequate land 

for industrial 

development 

¶ Lack of a 

slaughter house 

 

¶ Agriculture-Lack 

of fertilizer 

¶ Low prices of 

tea/Poor market 

prices 

¶ Lack of cattle dips 

¶ Lack of  artificial 

insemination 

services 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

Safety and 
security 

¶ Poor accessibility in 

the town, streets;  

¶ Inadequate street 

lighting;  

¶ Lack of clear 

communication 

channels in case of 

an 

emergency/disaster; 

¶ Lack of a police 

station/post; 

¶ Inadequate baraza 

for security and  

¶ Ineffective Nyumba-

kumi initiative; 

¶ Inadequate 

street lights 

¶ Poor 

accessibility in 

the town, 

streets due to 

narrow widths 

and poor 

condition;  

¶  

 

 

¶ Lack of 

streetlights 

and 

inadequate 

flood-lights 

¶ Lack of a 

police post 

 

¶ Cases of 

insecurity in 

Tarakwa 

Centre 

¶ Lack of 

streetlights 

and 

inadequate 

flood-lights 

¶ Lack of a 

police post 

 
 
 

¶ Inadequate 

street lights 

¶ Poor 

accessibility in 

the town, 

streets due to 

narrow widths 

and poor 

condition;  

¶  

 

¶ Lack of security 

enforcement 

officers 

¶ Lack of Nyumba 

Kumi initiative 

¶ Lack of 

Community 

policing groups 

¶ Need for a high 

mast near the 

dispensary. 

¶ Street lighting at 

Singorwet Centre 

 

Public 
participation  

¶ Irregular 

meetings/barazas 

on community 

development  

¶ lack of community 

development 

officers 

representing the 

county;  

¶ Lack of training for 

Agricultural 

officers. 

 ¶ Poor 

disseminati

on of 

information 

for public 

participatio

n meetings 

 

 ¶ Insufficient 

awareness to 

the public 

 

¶ Public 

participation 

Youth and 
gender 

¶ Lack of 

representation in all 

projects,  

 Drug abuse 
 

 ¶ Unemployment 

¶ Underrepresent

ation 

¶ Unemployment  

¶ Lack of youth 

empowerment 
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THEME 

WARD 

Nyangores Ward Longisa Ward Merigi Ward Mutarakwa Ward Township Ward 
(Silibwet)  

Singorwet Ward 

¶ Need for 

establishment of a 

youth office 

¶ Unfair 

distribution of 

resources 

¶ Gender 

discrimination 

¶ Gender based 

violence 

¶ Lack of public 

utilities for the 

youth 

¶ Lack of 

community 

participation in 

development 

matters 

Source: Stakeholders Engagements, 2019 

3.3.5 SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

1. Poor conditions of neighborhood access roads- Most access roads within residential neighborhoods in the urban areas are 

earth surfaced, unpaved, poorly drained and narrow.  

2. Inadequate water supply. Only 27.8% of households have access to piped water. The remaining 72.2% obtain water from other 

sources, which may not be safe for human consumption.  

3. Inadequate sewerage services within housing areas. Only 0.5% of households in the Municipality are connected to sewer 

services.  

4. Poor solid waste management at the household level 

5. Lack of adequate security lights in the estates 

6. Low provision of wholesale and retail market facilities 

7. Inadequate accessibility to education and health services due to inadequacy of staff, inadequacy of facilities as well as poor 

condition of the existing ones 
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8. Low agricultural productivity due to small sizes of land, lack of incentives, lack agricultural services as well as inadequate 

markets and industries for value addition 

9. Proliferation of informality within housing areas -Raia, Burgei and Jerusalem. These areas are characterized by poor housing 

conditions, inadequate basic housing services such as water, sewerage facilities and poor conditions of access roads.  

10. Inadequate open spaces, recreational facilities, social halls as well as community centres at the household level.  

11. Poor representation of the youth in development matters and limited accessibility to resources and employment opportunities  

12. Inadequate public participation at the household level due to poor dissemination of information, poor representation among 

others 
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3.4 SECTORAL ANALYSIS TO IDENTIFY SERVICE GAPS 

3.4.1 HOUSING SECTOR  

This section establishes the existing housing stock, which helps in assessment of demand and 

supply of housing units. The level of infrastructure and service provision within housing areas 

is also interrogated to establish the service gaps. Finally, the ongoing projects in the housing 

sector as well as emerging challenges and recommendations are outlined. 

FORMAL HOUSING AREAS 

Rural Hinterlands Housing Areas: Within the rural hinterlands, the residences are mainly 

characterized by homesteads with bungalows, mansions and traditional huts as the main 

building typologies. These form the main agricultural zones of the Municipality. 

Peri-urban Housing Areas: These are areas which are generally rural but exhibit urban 

characteristics. In these areas, land is subdivided into small sized plots, which are urban in 

nature and lie alongside major transportation corridors. Buildings typologies are mansions, 

bungalows and pockets of row houses as rentals. These areas include the immediate 

surroundings of Bomet town, Silibwet, Kapkwen, Tenwek, and Longisa centres. This character 

is also well pronounced along the Narok-Bomet-Kisii Highway; along Bomet-Silibwet-Tenwek 

road and along Bomet-Kapkwein-Kapsimotwa-Singorwet stretch.  

Core Urban Housing Areas: It is within core urban areas where more established and well 

defined housing areas and neighborhoods are located. These include, Raiya, Cheboingonyi, 

Chebirir, Jerusalem, Kamukunji in Bomet town. Other established areas include immediate 

areas surrounding commercial areas of the main urban nodes such as Silibwet, Kapkwen, 

Tenwek and Longisa . Main building typologies include high-rises, flats, row-houses, mansions 

and bungalows.  
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INFORMAL HOUSING AREAS 

The Municipality has an existing informal settlement called Burgei and several other emerging 

informal areas such as Raiya, Jerusalem and parts of Kamukunji in the core urban area of the 

Municipality. These sections are characterized by houses made of semi-permanent and 

temporary materials such as timber, corrugated iron sheets and mud. Access roads are narrow 

and lack proper drainage facilities. Residents rely on poorly constructed pit latrines for liquid 

waste disposal. Indiscriminate solid waste disposal is very rampant in these areas. These areas 

also lack adequate water supply as well.  

Plate 1: Condition of the existing informal settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing and Human Settlements Challenges 

1. Poor conditions of neighborhood access roads- Most access roads within residential 

neighborhoods in the core urban area are earth surfaced, unpaved, poorly drained and 

narrow.  

2. Poor maintenance of rental housing, high rents and unregulated building development 

leading to unsustainable housing units.  

3. Inadequate water supply. Only 27.8% of households have access to piped water. The 

remaining 72.2% obtain water from other sources, which may not be safe for human 

consumption.  

4. Inadequate sewerage services within housing areas. Only 0.5% of households are 

connected to sewer services.  

Raiya Area:  Burgei Area 
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5. Proliferation of informality within housing areas -Raia, Burgei and Jerusalem. These areas 

are characterized by poor housing conditions, inadequate basic housing services such as 

water, sewerage facilities and poor conditions of access roads.  

6. Inadequate open spaces, recreational facilities, social halls as well as community centres 

within residential neighborhoods.  

Recommendations for alleviating the housing challenges 

1. Develop and implement a proper housing policy to control development of houses, 

protect tenants from exploitation by property owners and compel house providers to 

ensure houses are well maintaining. 

2. Widening and paving of neighborhood access roads and providing proper drainage 

channels along the roads as well as ensuring they are well maintained 

3. Bridging the piped water supply gap of 72.2% by increasing the connectivity index of 

the town and its hinterlands.  

4. Expansion of sewerage reticulation system to cover the whole of Bomet core urban 

area and other urban nodes including Silibwet, Kapkwein, Tenwek, Merigi, Longisa, 

etc. 

5. Provision of adequate affordable housing units to prevent sprouting of informal 

settlements such as Raiya, Burgei and Jerusalem. Upgrade these areas by providing 

adequate requisite facilities such as access roads, water and proper sanitation 

facilities.  

6. Provision of adequate social infrastructure within the residential areas including 

playgrounds, open spaces and other community facilities. 

3.4.2 HEALTH SECTOR  

Health Facilities in Bomet Municipality 

Health facilities in Bomet Municipality can be classified into three types i.e. public health 

facilities, commercial private health facilities and Faith Based Organizations. Total number of 

health care facilities in Bomet Municipality are 18. 
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Number of Public Health Facilities in the Municipality 

Public facilities within the Municipality are 14: Including Longisa Referral Hospital, Bomet 

health center and 12 dispensaries in other major urban areas within the Municipality. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Table 3: Summary of Existing Public Health Facilities 

Name Level 

Longisa County Referral Hospital 5 

Bomet health center 3 

Cheboin Dispensary 2 

Merigi Dispensary 2 

Tirgaga Dispensary 2 

Silibwet Dispensary 2 

Singorwet Dispensary 2 

Kapsimotwa Dispensary 2 

Kapsimbiri Dispensary 2 

Kapkwen Dispensary 2 

Kapkesosio Dispensary 2 

Tarakwa Dispensary 2 

Sachora Dispensary 2 

Njerian Dispensary 2 

Total  14 

Source: Department of Health, Bomet County, 2019 

 

Plate 2: Some of Public Health Facilities in Bomet Municipality 
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Prevalent Disease Incidences  

Prevalent diseases in the Municipality are: Upper respiratory tract infections, Pneumonia, Skin 

infections, Intestinal worms, Injuries and accidents, Malaria, Water related diseases, HIV, 

Cancer cases, Hypertension; diabetes 

Gap Assessment 

The gap assessment for health facilities took into consideration the base year (2019) 

population as well as the projected (2025) population. Demand was calculated based on 

physical planning standards in the country which recommend at least a county referral 

hospital (level 5) facility for a catchment population of 1000,000, sub-county hospital (level 4 

facility) for a catchment population of 100, 000, a health center (level 3 facility) for a 

catchment population of 30,000 and a dispensary (level 2 facility) for a catchment population 

of 10,000. Table 4 below shows the gap in supply of health facilities in Bomet Municipality up 

to the end of the planning period; 

Health Facilities Demand Table  

In reference to the norms and standards, Bomet Municipality currently has a deficit of 2 sub-

county hospitals, 4 health centers and 2 dispensaries.  

Table 4: Health Analysis Gap Analysis 

 Norms and Standards 2019 (Pop 144,838) 2025 (Pop 177,919) 

Population  Size 

in(ha) 

Existing Required Gap  Required  Gap 

(No) (ha) No No ha No No Ha 

County 

Referral 

1,000,000 8 1 5.79 1 - 2.21 1 - 2.2 

Sub 

county 

referral 

(Level 4) 

100,000 4 - - 2 2 8 2 2 8 
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Health 

Centers 

(Level 3) 

30,000 2 1 0.67 5 4 10.49 6 5 14 

Dispensar

ies (Level 

2) 

10,000 1 12 3.06 14 2 2 18 16 16 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Number of existing major private and faith-based hospitals  

There are four (4) major private hospitals within the Municipality. These include Tenwek 

Mission Hospital, Chelymo Hospital, Tenwek Hospital Annex and Siloam Hospital 

Table 5: Major Private and Faith Based Health Facilities 

Name Ownership 

Tenwek Mission Hospital Faith-Based 

Chelymo Hospital Private 

 Tenwek Hospital Annex Faith-Based 

Siloam Hospital Private 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Tenwek Mission hospitÁÌȡ )ÔȭÓ Á ÌÅÖÅÌ Ψɉ"Ɋȟ 4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÆÅÒÒÁÌ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ 

the needs of the vast South West region of Kenya and the country at large.  The hospital 

attracts a huge population of people to the Municipality therefore creating the need to 

improve on infrastructure and provide hospitality facilities. Private health facilities are 

important since they supplement public health facilities therefore reducing the pressure on 

public health facilities. 

Challenges when accessing healthcare  in the Munici pality  

According to the urban study, an estimated 43.9 percent of the total sampled population cited 

inadequate supply of essential drugs as the main challenge they faced when accessing health 

care. About 16.4 percent of the population cited inadequate health workers at health facilities, 
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while an estimated 11.2 percent cited inadequate facilities and equipment as the main 

challenge.  Poor customer relations and Lack/mismanagement of funds scored were also 

mentioned. An estimated, 2.0 percent said they had no challenge in accessing healthcare. 

Bomet Residentsõ recommendations to issues they face  when accessing healthcare  

An estimated 41.8 percent of the residents cited adequate supply of drugs to health facilities 

as the main solution to challenges in the health sector. Other solutions were employing 

adequate workers mentioned by about 20.3 percent, about 12.1 percent proposed establishing 

more health facilities, providing adequate equipment facilities 6.6 percent, proper 

management of health institutions 4.7 percent, providing more land for expansion 4.1 percent 

while 0.8 percent suggested upgrading of health facilities to a higher level.  

3.4.3 EDUCATION SECTOR  

Educational facilities within the Municipality 

Number of public education facilities  

All Public ECDE facilities are attached to primary schools. The number of public ECDE facilities 

and public primary schools within the Municipality is 83. Public secondary schools within the 

Municipality are Thirty-one (31). There is one (1) Constituent campus; Bomet University 

College, Five (5) TVETS and two (2) teachers training colleges i.e. Bomet TTC and Longisa TTC 

Table 6: Public Education Facilities 

Facility Name Number 

ECDE 83 

Primary Schools 83 

Secondary Schools 31 

Technical and Vocational Educational Training 

Centres 

5 

Teachers Training College 2 

Constituent campus 1 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Distribution and conditions of the Educational Facilities  

Educational facilities are fairly distributed within the Municipality. However, these facilities 

are easily accessible within the urban core due to better local access roads. Facilities located 

farther from the urban core are under-staffed, in poor condition and are not easily accessible 

due to poor roads. 

Gap analysis  

The gap assessment for basic educational facilities in the Municipality took into consideration 

the base year (2019) population and the projected (2025) population. Demand was calculated 

based on physical planning standards in the country which recommend at least a pre-primary 

and a primary school for a catchment population of 4,000 and a secondary school for a 

catchment population of 8,000, a special school for a catchment of 100,000, Technical training 

Institute for 60, 000, polytechnic 60,000 and Teachers Training College 500,000.  

Currently, the Municipality has surplus of primary, secondary education facilities, technical 

training institutes but has a deficit of special schools. There is however a need to provide more 

facilities i.e. schools, desks to support the growing population. 

Table 7 below shows the gap in supply of education facilities in Bomet Municipality up to the 

end of the plan period as well as the gap needs within the urban core (Bomet Town); 

Table 7: Education Facilities Gap Analysis 

Municipality  Core Urban 

Facilities 2019 (Pop 144,838) 2025 (Pop 

177,919) 

2019 (Pop 43,789) 2030 (pop 
68,128) 

Existing Required  Gap Required  Gap Existing Required Gap Required Gap 

ECDE 83 42 - 52 -31 3 13 10 19 16 

Primary 83 42 - 52 -31 3 9 6 14 11 

Secondary 31 21 - 31 1 2 5 3 9 7 

Special 
schools 

- 2 2 2 2 
0 1 1 

1 1 

Technical 
and 

3 3 - 3 0 0 1 1 1 1 
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Vocational 
Training 
Institutes 

Teachers 
Training 
College 

2 1 - 1 - 1 1 0 1 0 

University 
campus 

1 - - 1 - 1 1 0 1 0 

Source: Field Survey, 2019  

Existing Private and Faith -Based educational Facilities  

There are 38 (thirty -eight) private primary schools, 2 (two) faith based secondary schools and 

three (3) tertiary institutions within the Municipality. 

Table 8: Faith Based Education Facilities 

 

 

 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Private educational facilities play an important role in provision of education. This can be 

attributed by the fact that they reduce the burden on public institutions. The government is 

constrained in terms of resources therefore becoming a challenge to finance education 

provision in the county. It is therefore important for the private sector to get involved in the 

provision of educational facilities in the country. 

Pre-Primary Facilities challenges  

According to the field study, an estimated 29.2 percent of the MunicipalityȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÉÔÅÄ 

inadequate teachers as the main challenge in accessing quality pre-primary education. Others 

cited challenges include: 

i. Inadequate facilities such as classes, toilets etc.  

ii. Long distance coupled with poor condition of roads 

Facility  Number 

Primary Schools 38 

Secondary Schools 2 

Tertiary Institutions 3 
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iii. Poor condition of facilities such as classes and desks.  

iv. Unskilled teachers  

v. Inadequate land space  

vi. Poor management of the facilities 

vii. Poor sanitation and  

viii. Inadequate learning materials  

3.4.4 WATER AND SANITATION SECTOR  

Water Supply 

Bomet Water and Sewerage Company is responsible for the supply of water in the 

Municipality, however according to the field study of 2019, only 27.8% of the surveyed 

residents use piped water, 33.2% access water from the rivers while the rest 38.9% get water 

from other sources; springs, shallow wells, water vendors, boreholes and rain. Most of the 

piped water network is within the CBD. Rivers, boreholes, shallow wells, springs and water 

kiosks, mainly serve the rest of the Municipality. There are also community water projects in 

the Municipality. 

Chart 16: Main Water Sources 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

There are 1,700 water connections served by a public water system in Bomet County, 40% of 

this are in the Municipality while 20% are in the rest of the county. The water treatment plant 

in Bomet town produces about 1200m3/day and only 1000m3/day goes to the network for 

33.2%

6.2% 7.2%

11.9%

27.8%

5.4% 4.1% 4.1%
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supply to consumers. Approximately 24% of the production is unaccounted for water, which 

is more than the recommended percentage of 20% by the water provision manual. 

Longisa urban area, which is within the Municipality, has its own water supply from an intake 

in Mulot. Treatment is at Longisa, with a capacity of 600m3. The treated water is then 

distributed to Longisa and Mulot town. The supply serves 650 connections in Longisa, which 

accounts for 70% of the production while 30% goes to Mulot town. 

Kapkwen and Kapkesosio areas are served by boreholes which are community projects. These 

ÁÒÅ ÉÎÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅ ÁÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓ 

engagements. 

There is also Mogombet water supply, which serves Silibwet town, Tenwek and Kapsimotwo 

areas. There are also other community water projects that have been initiated within the 

Municipality but have suffered mismanagement and neglect, for instance, Kibirir in 

Mutarakwa ward. Kaposirir Dam in Mutarakwa ward sits on a 22Acre of land and can serve 

approximately 20,000 people.  
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Map 3: Bomet Municipality Existing and Proposed Water Reticulation Map 

 

Water Demand and Projections  

Based on demand calculation, water demand in Bomet Municipality currently stands at 

19,299.67 m3/day against a supply of 1,620 m3/day (8.4% piped water supply). Going by the 

current estimated population of 144,838, the total domestic water demand is 14,845.9 m3/day 

calculated as follows: 

¶ High income: (5% of 144,838)*250= 1,810,475 litres/day or 1810.5 m3/day 

¶ Medium income: (25% of 144,838)*150= 5,431,425 litres/day or 5,431.4 m3day 

¶ Low income:  (70% of 144,838)*75= 7,603,995 litres/day or 7,604 m3/day 

Total domestic water demand: 14,845.9 m3/day 
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Estimated commercial and Institutional demand: 30% of total domestic water demand = 4,454 

m3/day. Total estimated water demand = 19,299.67 m3/day against the available capacity of 

1,620 m3/day hence a gap of about 17,679.67 m3/day. 

Emerging Issues 

× There is an acute shortage of piped water in large parts of the Municipality according 

to Bomet Water and Sanitation Company and as per water demand calculation. Only 

8.4% of water needed in the Municipality is currently supplied. There is therefore need 

to expand water supply infrastructure to bridge the gap. 

× The rising population creates a strain on the existing water resources and 

infrastructure against a lack of adequate investment to bridge the gap on water 

provision. 

× Diminishing water catchments, encroachment into riparian reserves as a result of 

transformation to human settlements and cultivation. 

× Encroachment of water way leaves by buildings that have been put up on supply lines. 

× The undulating topography poses a challenge in provision of water supply network. 

× There is an invasion of waterweeds in Kaposirir dam community water project. This 

affects the quality and volumes of the water from the source. 

Sewer Supply 

Bomet Municipality has a conventional sewerage system; the reticulation serves mainly the 

CBD. Residents in the peri-urban as well as the urban nodes within the Municipality use pit 

latrines and septic tanks. According to Bomet Water and Sewerage Company, the number of 

premises connected to the sewer system are 73 most of which are in the core urban area. The 

Quantity of liquid waste generated is 734.5m3/day. However, the treatment plant is yet to be 

connected to power, and it has no laboratory works nor equipment requisite for a treatment 

plant. 
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For those who use pit latrines, they engage the exhausters to take the wastes to the sewerage 

pool, the exhausters make an average of 6 trips per day which is 7000 litres/day according to 

an interview with a key informant. 

Emerging issues on Liquid Waste Disposal ; 

1. There is high demand for sewerage system with the growing population in the 

Municipality. The present sewer network reaches a small percentage of the residents 

(0.5%). 

2. The MunicipalityȭÓ ÕÎÄÕÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÅÒÒÁÉÎ ÈÉÎÄÅÒÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÓÅ×ÅÒÁÇÅ 

reticulation system. The geographical spread of the Municipality poses a challenge in 

connecting the whole area to a single sewer network. 

3. Inadequate financial allocations to the water and sanitation department; this inhibits the 

capacity to expand the coverage of the present sewer reticulation network.  

4. Majority of the residents use pit latrines (92.3%) to manage their liquid waste disposal. The 

county in turn uses its exhauster to empty and dump the wastes in the existing sewer 

pools. 

Solid Waste Management 

Sources of Solid Waste: Households, commercial establishments and markets are the main 

generators of solid waste. Being an agricultural region, there is also a substantial volume of 

agricultural waste generated. However, most of the agricultural waste is re-used e.g., manure 

is used on farms. Currently, the Municipality does not have a designated waste management 

site. According to the Public health department, the waste from the Municipality is taken to 

Sotik as a substantial site is being sought. 

The urban core and other urban nodes have waste receptacles, skips and collection points, 

where the county government either collects or burns it onsite. However, these receptacles 

are not adequately provided and waste is poorly managed in most of the collection sites. The 

Municipality also lacks adequate waste transportation trucks and or tractors.  
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Plate 3: Types of Solid Waste Disposal Mechanisms 

  

 

 

 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Emerging Issues 

1. Indiscriminate dumping of solid waste that has led to environmental pollution and 

health related issues. It as well damages the aesthetic appeal of the Municipality. 

2. Inadequate waste collection points (receptacles and dustbins) 

3. Inadequate waste transportation trucks and tractors 

4. Lack of a designated municipal waste management site (sanitary landfill(s)).  

Storm Water Drainage 

Rapid development of an urban area requires better drainage system. Open Drainage 

channels have been provided along the Narok-Bomet-Kisii highway, Kapkwen ɀ Kapsimotwo 

ɀ Silibwet, Bomet ɀ Kapsimotwo, Bomet - Silibwet as well as within the CBD. Relevant 

authorities are however in the process of developing a covered storm water drains within the 

CBD.  

The natural drainage system in Municipality is defined by river Nyongores and River Sisei that 

generally flow from Northeastern side of the Municipality to the southwestern part. Storm 

water emanating from hilly areas find its way to the rivers Nyongores and Sisei. This natural 

drainage system offers an opportunity for provision of storm water outfalls in the Municipality  
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Plate 4: Unpaved Drainage Channels  

 

Source: Field, Survey, 2019 

3.4.5 ROADS AND TRANSPORT SECTOR  

This is composed of roads/routes, terminal facilities and different travel modes available. 

Effective public transport system is essential for sustainability of an urban area as it helps 

reduce carbon emissions, increases accessibility to facilities and eases urban travel needs. The 

transportation status of the Municipality is assessed with an aim of exploring its potentials 

and challenges, which help in devising informed strategies for its improvement. 

The Municipality is well covered with road network (both intra and inter Municipality). 

However, most are narrow and in poor condition. Most roads in the Municipality are earth 

roads 89% and only 3% has been tarmacked. The tarmacked roads include the Narok-Bomet-

Kisii highway, Bomet-Silibwet-Tirgaga road, Bomet-Kapsimotwa road and Kapkwen-

Kapsimotwa-Silibwet road. Graveled roads connect major urban centres to emerging nodes 

and service centres while earth roads are mainly access roads and village roads. 
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Chart 17: Road Surface Conditions 
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Majority of the Municipality residents mainly resort to using bodabodas to place of work and 

their businesses at 47.1%. Other means include use of PSV Matatus, Private vehicles taxis as 

well as walking.  For those who mainly travel to market centres for shopping, they mainly do 

so by walking (32.1%) and use of bodabodas or private motorcycles at 30.4%. Affordability, 

convenience and availability were singled out as the main reasons for use of Bodabodas and 

private motorcycles. Those who preferred walking cited proximity as the reason for their 

choices 

Emerging Issues  

1. Poor road conditions: Only 3% of total road length is tarmacked 8% are graveled while 

the rest (89%) is earth surfaced. The earth surface roads become impassable during 

rainy seasons affecting movement of people, good and services as well as agricultural 

products to markets.   

2. Missing links: inadequate bridges to connect different parts of the Municipality 

especially across river Nyangores, Kiprurugit stream beside Bomet University.  

3. Inadequate Parking Facilities: Urban centres within the Municipality have inadequate 

parking facilities leading to congested roads and reduced revenue due to low 

exploitation of parking fees. The existing parking facilities are not properly marked.  

4. Adequate and properly constructed bus parks are lacking. There are two designated 

bus parks in the Municipality i.e. the CBD and Silibwet. The former is too small to 

accommodate high capacity buses and minibuses as well as projected increase in 

matatus. The bus park at Silibwet is small and not properly developed. Rest of the 

urban areas within the Municipality lack designated bus parks despite the apparent 

need e.g. Longisa, Kapkwen, Tenwek and Merigi. There is need to expand the bus park 

in the CBD, create new ones within the core urban to decongest the current one as 

well as provide bus parks in the main urban areas of Longisa, Tenwek, Kapkwen and 

Merigi 

5. There is no urban area in the Municipality that has a designated lorry park leading to 

lorries parking on the roadside.  
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6. Lack of designated Bodaboda parking sheds within the main urban areas. This result in 

bodabodas being parked alongside road reserves hence blocking pedestrians, cyclists 

and other road reserve users. Additionally, there are no designated pick and drop 

points for Bodaboda passengers.   

7. Inadequate NMT facilities; within Bomet and other main urban areas such as Longisa, 

Kapkwein and Silibwet. Walkways are only provided alongside main roads. There are 

no cycle tracks and other road furniture as well. Other challenges affecting walking is 

parking of Bodabodas, hawking and vending along the few provided walkways. 

8. Airstrip: The Municipality has an airstrip, which is not functional. Its conditions are poor 

and lack a proper management system. This limits the air travel and local tourism 

potential of the Municipality.  

9. Steep/undulating Terrain. The undulating topography of the Municipality poses a 

challenge to construction of roads as it makes the process too expensive.  

Possible Solutions to alleviate the challeng es 

1. Expansion of tarmacked and graveled roads to recommended road reserves.  

2. Ensure all roads linking major urban areas within the Municipality are tarmacked and 

those linking small service centres and local access roads are graveled.  

3. Establish the missing links and construct adequate bridges to improve the connectivity 

of different parts of the Municipality.  

4. Expansion of the existing bus park at Bomet to accommodate high capacity buses and 

minibuses; creation of public car parking lots within urban areas; and provide adequate 

loading and offloading zones along commercial and industrial zones.  

5. Provision of adequate Bodaboda parking sheds within the Municipality and other urban 

areas. Designate pick and drop points for their passengers.  

6. Develop pedestrian walkways and cycle tracks along main local distributor and access 

roads within major urban centres.  

7. Revitalization of the Kapkwen airstrip through expansion, re-carpeting the runway, 

fencing it and establishing a management office within to reclaim its functionality.  
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3.4.6 ICT SECTOR  

ICT and Telecommunication Infrastructure 

According to the department of Administration, ICT and Public service, Bomet Municipality is 

well served in matters telecommunication ranging from post offices, mobile telephony as well 

as fiber optic network. 

a)  Telecommunication  

Table 9: Telecommunication Facilities 

Name of the facility Services offered No of Boxes Challenges 

Bomet Post Office ¶ EMS (Expedited Mail 
Service) 

¶ Courier Service 

¶ Payment services 

¶ Mails 

700 Delayed delivery 
of mails 

Silibwet Post Office ¶ EMS (Expedited Mail 
Service) 

¶ Courier Service 

¶ Payment Services Mails 

100  

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Besides the public post office, the Municipality has a number of courier services. These service 

providers assist in connecting the Municipality to the outside world for transportation of 

commercial packages, documents and cash on transit. They include; 

ω G4S 

ω Fargo Courier Limited 

ω NTL Parcel Services 

ω Roy Parcel Services 

The coverage of the mobile telephony in the Municipality is satisfactory according to the ICT 

department officers. Three mobile service providers serve the Municipality; Safaricom, Airtel 

and Telkom. The three do not experience any network challenge and this has enhanced the 

proliferation of mobile phones with internet capability. 
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b)  ICT 

There is a fiber optic backbone in Bomet Town (MunicipalityȭÓ ÃÏÒÅ ÕÒÂÁÎɊȢ There are two fiber 

optic service providers namely; 

I. National Optic Fiber Backbone (NOFBI) 

II. Telkom Kenya Fiber 

Table 10: Fiber Optic Coverage Areas 

Area Coverage Speed Population served Challenges 

Bomet Town 

¶ #ÏÕÎÔÙ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ 

¶ Bomet County ICT 

¶ Bomet County Treasury 

¶ County Assembly 

¶ KeRRA Offices 

 

100Mbps 

100Mbps 

50Mbps 

100Mbps 

100Mbps 

 

 

Over 1000 

 

 

Down time 

experiences more 

often 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

The national Optic Fiber Backbone covers only the government offices within the CBD, it has 

not spread to other nodes in the Municipality. Furthermore, the network experiences a lot of 

downtime affecting operations and usage in the Municipality. 

Information obtained from the department of ICT indicates that the Municipality has 47 

(Forty-seven) Cyber cafes in Bomet CBD, Kapkwen, Tenwek and Silibwet Township. These are 

private businesses using broadband from the various service providers to get internet that 

has also helped in having the whole county covered with ICT technology.  

3.4.7 SOCIAL SERVICES SECTOR  

Community Facilities  

Community facilities promote social, cultural and intellectual development of the people. 

They include: Libraries, Children homes, Old age homes, Rehabilitation centers, Community 

centres/halls/theatres and Cemetery/Funeral parlors. In Bomet Municipality, the only 
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community facilities provided is; a cemetery (70% full and Children homes i.e.  DaviÌÁ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 3ÁÃÈÁÎÇ×ÁÎ ÁÎÄ 5ÍÏÊÁ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ +ÉÐËÏÉɊȢ 

The cemetery is located in Bomet town next to the sewer treatment works. The cemetery is 

operational but almost full. There is a library in Silibwet 

Gap Assessment  

The gap assessment for community facilities took into consideration the base year (2019) 

population as well as the projected (2025) population. Demand was calculated based on 

physical planning standards in the country, which recommend at a library for a catchment 

population of 100,000 and a cemetery for a catchment population of 150,000.  

Table 11 below shows the gap in supply of community facilities in Bomet Municipality up to 

the end of the plan period; 

Table 11: Community Facilities Gap Analysis 

Community facilities Municipality 

2019 (Pop 144,838) 2025 (Pop 177,919) 

Existing Required Gap Required  Gap 

Cemetery 1 1 - 2 1 

Library 1 2 1 2 2 

Community center/hall 0 1 1 2 2 

 Source: Field Survey and Projections, 2019 

Chart 18: Challenges in accessing existing Community Facilities 

 
Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Recreational Facilities  

These facilities include open spaces, playgrounds, urban forests, nature trails, riverine areas 

and community centers.  

¶ The Municipality has three stadiums: Bomet IAAF stadium that is under construction, 

the Green stadium and a mini stadium at Silibwet. These stadiums however lack 

requisite infrastructure.  

¶  Playgrounds are mostly found in education institutions. The grounds are usually well 

equipped with facilities since the institutions sponsor them. 

¶ The Municipality has n0 designated public recreational park.  

¶ There are no designated nature trails or urban parks within the Municipality. There are 

various assets however that can be exploited i.e. Mutarakwa hills, Kyogong hills, River 

Nyangores, Tenwek waterfall etc.  

Gap Assessment  

The gap assessment for recreational facilities took into consideration the base year (2019) 

population as well as the projected (2025) population. Demand was calculated based on 

physical planning standards in the country, which recommend at a recreational park for a 

catchment population of 150,000 and stadium for a catchment population of 500,000. 

Table 12 below shows the gap in supply of recreational facilities in Bomet Municipality 

currently, and at the end of the plan period (2025) 

Table 12: Recreational Facilities Gap Analysis 

Recreational facilities Municipality 

2019 (Pop 144,838) 2025 (Pop 177,919) 

Existing Required Gap Required  Gap 

Stadium 3 1 - 1 - 

Recreational park - 1 1 2 1 
Source: Field Survey and Population Projections, 2019 
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Emerging issues and Recommendations  

Table 13: Recreational Facilities Emerging Issues 

Emerging Issues Opportunities Recommendations 

¶ Inadequate recreational facilities 

both at the community level and 

Municipality wide 

¶ Lack of requisite/supporting 

infrastructure in the existing 

recreational facilities i.e. benches, 

drainage facilities, lighting and 

sanitation facilities 

¶ Poor maintenance of the existing 

facilities 

V Availability of open 

spaces, riparian 

reserves, hills and 

dams that can be 

converted to 

recreational 

facilities 

V Availability of 

Municipal Funding 

V Proper maintenance of 

existing recreational 

facilities and provision of 

requisite infrastructure 

V Provision of more 

recreational facilities at the 

neighborhood level and 

Municipality wide 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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3.5 MUNICIPALITY WIDE/CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES 

3.5.1 LOCAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS  

i. Overview 

In order to improve urban strategies and policies that are supportive of inclusive economic 

development, the creation of decent jobs and livelihoods, and enhanced municipal finance it 

is important to understand the economic outlook of the Municipality. In analyzing the 

economy of Bomet Municipality, the focus will be on understanding the key sectors of the 

urban economy, the constraints and prospects. 

ii. Key Drivers of the MunicipalityȭÓ Economy 

The main drivers of the urban economy in Bomet Municipality are: 

i. Agriculture 

ii. Wholesale and retail 

iii. Public sector 

iv. Transportation 

v. Building and Construction  

vi. Manufacturing  

vii. Hospitality and tourism 

viii. Finance and banking 

 

i. Agriculture (Crop production, livestock, fisheries) 

Crop production 

This sector contributes about 33.10 percent to the economy. Maize, beans and tea are the 

most commonly grown crops within the Municipality with the crops occupying 2547, 4558, 

3712 hectares respectively in the year 2019. Other crops include Irish potatoes, (831 hectares) 

cabbage (236 hectares), Bananas (172 hectares), avocadoes (152 hectares), coffee (108.5 

hectares) and spring onions (105 hectares). (Source of the information: Department of 

Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, 2019). 
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40.00 33.10

19.25

4.23 6.10 5.16 4.93

22.54

3.76 0.94

Employment in each sector

Chart 19: Contribution of Employment in Each Sector 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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Livestock 

Livestock keeping is also practiced across the Municipality. The animals reared include cattle, 

sheep and goat. The sector attracts traders from within and outside the county as evidenced 

by the presence of Kapkwen cattle market. Poultry keeping is mostly in the form of rearing 

indigenous chicken breeds, with a few farmers keeping high-grade broilers and layers.  

Agricultural production in Bomet Municipality provides income and creates employment to 

both the rural and urban community. It also provides raw materials for industries. 

Emerging issues, opportunities and Recommendations in the agri culture sector  

Table 14: Agricultural Sector Emerging Issues 

Emerging Issues Opportunities Recommendations 

¶ High land fragmentation/subdivision 

leading to shrinking of land and 

threatening agricultural productivity  

¶ Lack of markets for agricultural 

produce and inadequate abattoirs 

¶ Lack of modern agriculture technology 

skills 

¶ Inadequate  agro-based value addition 

industries 

¶ Low extension officers to farmers 

ratio 

¶ Emergence of diseases and pests 

¶ Shortage of animal feeds due to 

overdependence on rain fed 

agriculture 

¶ High cost of farm inputs (seeds, 

fertilizers, pesticides) 

¶ Land ownership challenges 

(Ownership disputes and lack of 

ownership documents) that inhibit 

access to credit/loans 

¶ Value addition in  

agriculture and 

Livestock products 

¶ Productive land for 

rain-fed agricultural 

production 

¶ Ample labor force 

for intensive 

agriculture 

¶ Favorable climate 

for various forms of 

production 

¶ Available land for 

zero grazing 

¶ Soil supports 

farming of 

Macadamia Nuts 

and Chia seeds 

 

¶ Investment in wholesale and 

retail markets for agricultural 

produce 

¶ Skills development on modern 

agricultural practices 

¶ Introduction of new farming 

technologies to farmers 

¶ Provide adequate financial and 

human resources for research  

¶ Improve extension services by 

employing more human and 

financial resources 

¶ Provide incentives to farmers 

such as seeds and sensitization 

¶ Provision of subsidized farm 

inputs  

¶ Establish proper markets and 

value addition for agricultural 

products 

¶ Provide suitable land use and 

zoning regulations  

¶ Establish more abattoirs 
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ii. Wholesale and R etail  

The MunicipalityȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÏÌÅÓÁÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÁÉÌ ÔÒÁÄÅȢ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ 

mostly concentrated within the core commercial centre (CBD) and the market centers (urban 

nodes) within the Municipality. Trading activities are mainly carried out at the open-air market, 

the bus terminus and several retail shops and mini-supermarkets spread across the 

Municipality. Examples of small-scale businesses include retail shops, sale of clothes, kiosks, 

foodstuffs, hardware etc.  

Retail Markets  

Main Municipal Market 

1. The market is approximately 3.5 acres in land size with a current carrying capacity of 

approximately 800 traders 

2. It is divided into upper (2acres) and lower (1.5acres) markets.  

Upper market is an open-air market for fresh produce (fruits, vegetables and cereals), shops 

and Mitumba (second hand clothes) stalls. It has two market facilities for fresh produce that 

are partitioned into several concrete compartments (1.5x1m). They both have a roof/shelter. 

The market has piped water, electricity, street lighting, drainage facilities, two ablution blocks 

and a solid waste collection facility  

Lower market consists of stalls (2x2m) for shops and hotels. The stalls are 152 in number. The 

market has concrete paving blocks (Cabro) surface with open drainage facilities, piped water, 

and one ablution block  

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Plate 5: Main Municipal Market 
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There are retail markets in Silibwet, Kapsimotwa and Longisa, however, they lack the requisite 

infrastructure and facilities. There is a proposed space for a market in Kapkwen which has not 

been constructed yet. There is a cattle auction ring in Kapkwen Centre. However, a SACCO 

and not the Municipality own it, this indicates a revenue gap that needs to be filled by 

developing new livestock markets within the Municipality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 15: Emerging Issues on the main Municipal Market 

1. Upper Market 2. Lower Market 

¶ The market is inadequate and expansion or redesigning the 

market is required 

¶ Poor design of the market facilities. The market has two shelters 

for accommodating the fresh produce traders. One shelter was 

constructed by the County Government of Bomet and is currently 

not in use due to its poor design.  

¶ Mitumba traders have no designated space for operation. They 

operate in makeshift stalls or lay their merchandise on open 

ground 

¶ Unpaved surface, which becomes mud-covered during rainy 

seasons. Concrete paving blocks (Cabro) surface is needed 

¶ Drainage is poor. Leveling and drainage works is needed 

¶ The market is small and requires 

land for expansion 

¶ It lacks electricity. Connection to 

all the stalls is needed to 

enhance business and extend 

working hours 

¶ There is only one high mast and 

it is not functional. Three high 

masts are required to fit the 

purpose 

¶ Laying of concrete paving 

blocks (Cabro) was not 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Plate 6: Kapkwen Cattle auction ring and the proposed site for Kapkwen Market 
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1. Upper Market 2. Lower Market 

¶ Street lighting is inadequate. The market has two high masts, 

which do not cover the area adequately.  

¶ There are issues of water pipes breakage and vandalism 

completed and the contractor is 

no longer on the site 

Source: Field Survey 2019 

Emerging issues, opportunities and recommendations for  the wholesale and retail sector  

Table 16: Wholesale and Retail emerging Issues 

Emerging Issues Opportunities Recommendations 

¶ Poor and inadequate 

market infrastructure and 

facilities  

¶ Lack of designated 

wholesale and retail 

market areas in many 

urban nodes 

¶ Limited funding for 

marketing of agricultural 

produce 

¶ The high population in the 

Municipality and the 

hinterland provides 

adequate market for the 

goods and services 

¶ The Nairobi-Bomet-Kisii 

Highway opens the 

Municipality to external 

markets. 

¶ Municipal funding 

¶ Improvement of access to 

infrastructure and services 

¶ Upgrading and expanding the 

existing Municipal Market 

¶ Provision of markets in 

Kapkwen, Silibwet, Longisa, 

Tenwek, Merigi, Singorwet, 

Youth Farmers, Kapkesosio, 

Kapsimotwa, Tirgaga and 

Tarakwa 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

iii. Industry and Manufacturing  

There are a number of small industrial parks in Bomet CBD -KIE industrial park, Juakali sheds 

and Bomet Industrial Development Centre. The KIE industrial park has three bakeries, two 

furniture workshops, and a livestock meal plant. Juakali sheds and Bomet Industrial 

Development Centre are congested, lack requisite facilities and do not have spaces for 

expansion. However, proposals have been made to establish other industrial parks, which will 

enhance manufacturing activities in the Municipality. There are several medium industries 

within Bomet MunicipalityȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÁÄÄ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÃÈ ÈÉÎÔÅÒÌÁÎÄȭÓ agricultural 

produce and create employment e.g. maize milling and tea factories.  

Table 17 below shows some of the industries within the Municipality and the production 

activities: 
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Table 17: Industries within the Municipality 

Industry(Name) Production activity 

Korokwany Miller (CBD) Maize Milling 

Kenya Industrial Estate (CBD) Confectionaries, furniture workshops and a livestock meal plant 

Jua Kali Park (CBD) Furniture and wood products, metal fabrication 

Bomet Industrial Development Centre 

(CBD) 

Furniture and wood products, machinery, metal fabrication 

Kipchimchim Bakery 

Maize Miller Kapkwen Maize milling 

Merigi,Longisa, Singorwet Milk coolers Milk cooling 

Tea factories-Tirgaga, Motigo, Stegra  Tea processing 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Plate 7: Some of the Products Manufactured at the Light Industrial (Jua Kali) Park 
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Emerging issues, opportunities and r ecommendations  

Table 18: Industry and Manufacturing Emerging Issues 

Emerging Issues Opportunities Recommendations 

¶ No adequate land set aside to set 

up industries. Land is scarce and 

the sizes required for industrial 

development are inadequate. 

¶ Existing light industries lack 

requisite facilities and adequate 

land for expansion 

¶ Unreliable water and power 

supply for sustainable 

industrialization 

¶ Poor road access roads limiting 

access to agricultural produce 

from hinterlands 

V Strategic location- 4ÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 

proximity to other towns, Nairobi-

Bomet-Kisii highway. 

V Raw materials - Local presence of 

rich agricultural produce. 

V Existing infrastructure - The laid-

down infrastructure (in terms of 

road networks, electricity,  sewer 

and water systems, and housing) 

attracts industrial activities 

V Local markets creating market for 

produce 

V Availability of labor due to a high 

labor force (69%) 

¶ Development of 

more SME parks in 

the major 

commercial nodes. 

¶ Development of 

more industrial parks 

in the major 

commercial nodes 

¶ Provision of 

adequate 

infrastructure and 

services in the 

existing industrial 

areas 

Source: Field Survey 2019 

iv. Hospitality and T ourism  

The sector exhibits promising growth. According to the urban study, it employs about 4.93 

percent of the urban workforce. There are various hotels and conference facilities such as: 

Brevan Hotel and Sahara Gardens. However, there exists numerous tourism potentials that 

have not been exploited such hills, rivers and dams for urban tourism, medical tourism, 

cultural tourism and the strategic location of Bomet to Mara and other national tourist areas. 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

Plate 8: Some of Tourism Opportunities within the Municipality 
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Emerging issues, opportunities and Recommendations in the hospitality and tourism sector 

Table 19: Hospitality and Tourism Sector Emerging Issues 

Emerging Issues Opportunities Recommendations 

¶ under-developed/ un- 

exploited tourism assets  

¶ Lack of capital for 

investment in the 

tourism sector 

¶ Limited investment in 

tourism sector 

¶ The hospitality industry 

is not fully developed 

¶ Cultural Diversity: the rich Kalenjin culture 

¶ Ecosystems i.e. Kipsegon ecosystem and 

hot springs 

¶ Hills and ridges i.e. Masare ridge and  

Mutarakwa hills can be converted to 

nature trails 

¶ Dams and waterfalls i.e. Kaposirir Dam  and 

Tenwek waterfall can be used for water 

sports and a nature trail 

¶ Forests i.e. Chepalungu  forest 

¶ Bomet stadium can be used to sports 

tourism 

¶ Medical tourism; Tenwek Mission Hospital 

¶ Promoting the 

expansion of the 

hotel industry 

¶ Exploiting the 

MunicipalityȭÓ ÁÓÓÅÔÓ 

¶ Developing and 

market tourist 

attraction sites  

 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 

v. Transportation  

According to the urban study, the transport sector employs approximately 6.10 percent of the 

MunicipalityȭÓ population. It is important in supporting the rapidly growing economy of Bomet 

Municipality. Majority of people in this sector are employed in the Bodaboda and Matatu 

industry. Poor road conditions, adequate parking facilities and poor linkages to the hinterland 

affect people employed in this sector especially the Bodaboda sector. There are 13 SACCOs 

operating from the facility for both local and regional routes, which form a source of 

employment opportunities. Improvement of parking areas and facilities and creation of new 

ones is a huge potential income earner to the Municipality and the people of Bomet through 

employment as parking attendants and revenue collectors 

vi. Public Sector  

The public sector is among the sectors that employs a high number of the MunicipalityȭÓ 

population, estimated at 22.54 percent. Majority of these are in the education sector, health 

care sector, and in the provision of various government services. 
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vii.  Building and Construction  

The building and construction industry employs about 5.16 percent of the workforce in Bomet 

Municipality. This can be attributed to the influx of people to the Municipality hence the need 

to provide modernized residential and commercial houses. Majority of the workforce are 

employed as construction workers. The need for provision of affordable building materials i.e. 

bricks and sand have also contributed to the growth of the sector. However, the sector does 

not provide much income to the county government due to poor or lack of proper 

development control 

viii.  Finance a nd Banking  

There are major banks within Bomet Municipality i.e. Equity Bank, Co-operative Bank, Family 

bank, Barclays, Postbank and KWFT. There are also several bank agents. Additionally, micro-

finance institutions offer financial services. Bomet Municipality has over eight different banks 

and financial institutions with each playing a leading role in the region in the financial sector. 

Mobile money agents i.e. Mpesa also play a huge role in the financial sector. Better planning 

of the Municipality and increased growth will attract more financial institutions creating more 

employment to the people of Bomet and enhancing their economic livelihood through 

provision of financial capacity. 

Cooperatives  

Number of Cooperatives in the Municipality are thirteen (active) and nine (dormant). Their 

activities include women SACCOs, youth empowerment, Bodabodas, housing, dairy, poultry 

ÁÎÄ ÆÉÓÈ ÆÁÒÍÉÎÇȢ  !ÃÔÉÖÅ 3!##/ȭÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ Municipality include: Stegro SACCO, Tehhos 

SACCO, Kenya midland SACCO, Kipsigis Edis- SACCO, Kipsigis Edis-Housing, Korokwoly CSL 

Women SACCO, Bomet East Women SACCO, Bomet Central Women SACCO etc. There is need 

to revitalize the dormant cooperative societies as a way of enhancing the economic livelihood 

of the residents of the Municipality and the MunicipalityȭÓ economy in general. 
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Emerging Issues and Recommendations in the Finance and Banking sector  

Table 20: Finance and Banking Sector Emerging Issues 

Issues Recommendations 

¶ Leadership and governance issues such 

as dishonest and corrupt leaders in 

3!##/ȭÓ 

¶ Low capital base lending arising from 

inconsistencies in subscriptions among 

others 

¶ Unmanageable credit facilities caused 

by nonpayment leading to growing un-

serviced loans.  

¶ Unpredictable product prices.  

¶ Training on good governance needs to be 

undertaken 

¶ Strategize on contribution to improve capital 

base 

¶ Undertake due diligence before giving out loans 

to avoid cases of loan defaulters  

¶ Properly involve members before taking loans. 

¶ Encourage contract farming (buyer and farmer 

agreement) and constant agreement with 

marketers 

Source: Field Survey 2019 

ix. Informal sector  

According to the urban study, the informal sector 

employs 25 percent of the population. The 

Municipality has a thriving Informal sector with many 

small scale enterprises spread across all the urban 

centers of the Municipality such as wood and metal 

fabrication, cloth making, artisans, carpenters, 

market vendors and others. The main challenge 

affecting the informal sector in Bomet is lack of 

adequate, designated spaces to operate from                                     Source: Field Survey 

Emerging Issues on the Municipality õs Local Economy 

These include the general factors that hinder or lead to slow growth of the MunicipalityȭÓ 

economy 

i. Poor infrastructural planning and development 

a. Poor roads to and from the markets and resource/production areas 

b. Inadequate water and sanitation facilities 

75%

25%

Form of employment

Formal

Informal

Chart 20: Forms of Employment 
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c. Poor drainage 

d. Poor waste management 

e. Poor and inadequate markets and market facilities 

ii. Land availability and productivity constraints 

a. Most land is private which is a constraint for provision of public facilities and 

enablement of investment (cost factor) 

b. Low or lack of land banking for future investments by the public authorities 

c. Emerging high and uneconomical land subdivisions leading to low 

productivity/earning from the land 

iii. Sprouting of informalities on land, housing, trading activities, industries, 

transportation leading to unattractive and low productive zones for meaningful 

investments etc. 

iv. Poor management of public (financial) and natural resources leading to low or lack of 

optimal utilization to enhance the local economy 

v. Inadequate local and external marketing of goods that are produced in the 

Municipality 

vi. High unemployment levels leading to low resource utilization that negatively impact 

on the household income levels and the general macro economy of the Municipality 

Measures that can i mprove the Local  Economy  

i. Improve on disease and pest control to boost agricultural productivity.  

ii. Establish proper post harvesting storage mechanisms 

iii. Capacity building to farmers and young business people to enhance their potential 

and improve their productivity 

iv. Proper and continuous mentoring of emerging and growing Small and Medium 

Enterprises ( SMEs ) 

v. Leverage medical tourism. Tenwek Mission Hospital hosts a number of medical 

training seminars. Catchment areas include Bomet, Narok, Nyamira, Kisii etc. This 

is a potential can be harnessed to grow the service industry in the town 

(accommodation, catering, transportation, entertainment etc.) 
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vi. Rivers to be exploited to establish irrigation areas, improve water supply and 

harness electricity 

vii. Expand and improve the conditions of the local access roads to enhance utilization 

of resource areas and marketing of produced goods 

viii. Establish adequate fresh produce markets. Markets that are more modern need to 

be developed in the satellite urban centers such as Longisa Kapkwen, Kapsimotwa, 

Kapkesosio, Tarakwa, Tenwek, Silibwet, Merigi and Kyogong to release pressure 

on the main market. 

ix. Develop modern and adequate air transport facilities to take advantage of regional 

and international markets 

New Sectors (prospects) that may be introduced to enhance the Local Economy  

i. Establish abattoirs in Bomet Municipality and leather tanning industries to leverage the 

existing high livestock production. Alternative to tanning, hides can be dried to 

produce raw hide for sale to outside markets 

ii. Establish value addition industries to tap into the high agricultural potential of the 

Municipality and the hinterland and promote industrialization in the Municipality 

iii. Institute modern farming technology and establish adequate fresh produce markets 

for regional, national and international markets via roads and standard gauge railway. 

The area produces vegetables (onions, tomatoes, kale, cabbages, spinach, local 

greens, courgettes, cucumbers, capsicum, peas, garlic, chilli peppers, pumpkins), 

fruits, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, beans, etc. in large quantities  

iv. Establish an ICT center to tap into the emerging technologies and the increasing youth 

population 

v. Tourism. Presence of local culture, hotel and conference facilities, large tea farms, Mau 

Forest, a tourist circuit (Kericho, Narok, Nyamira, Migori and Tanzania) 

vi. The proposed SGR line will open up opportunities. There is need to harness the 

opportunities by putting up establishments i.e. industrial parks, abattoirs 
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3.5.2 SPATIAL ANALYSIS OF THE MUNICIPALITY 

a.  Overview  

This sub section focuses on spatial aspects of the Municipality in relation to slope, terrain model, 

roads layout, human settlements and land use 

Map 4: Contour Map 

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2019 

a. High and steep areas are towards East and North East of the Municipality (2060m asl).  

b. The area is relatively flat towards the South and South Western parts (1900m asl).
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Map 5: Slope Analysis of the Municipality 
 

 

 

 

 

The area slopes 

from North East 

to South West 

and to a lesser 

extent in the 

East-West 

direction with a 

ridge across the 

area. Slope 

analysis will 

help inform 

infrastructural 

proposals 

Source: 

Municipal Land 

Use Plan, 2019
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Map 6: Digital Elevation and Terrain Model for the Municipality 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2019

The highest point in the 

Municipality is Merigi 

centre (2060m asl) 

while the lowest is 

after Kapkesosio 

towards Olbutyo 

(1840m asl) 

The Masare range, 

Kyogong and Tiroti hills 

to the South East; the 

Sugumerka hills to the 

South West and the 

Mutarakwa hills to the 

North East reflects the 

upper zones of the 

Municipality which give 

way to the less 

undulating terrain on 

the Central, Western 

and South Western 

area of the 

Municipality. 

1840m asl 

2060m asl 



BOMET MUNICIPALITY INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2020-2025) 

                                       TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT                                     81 
 

Map 7Υ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ wƻŀŘ Network Layout 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2019

The Municipality is 

well covered with 

road network (both 

intra and inter 

Municipality). 

However, most are 

narrow and in poor 

condition.  

The main categories 

of road surface in 

the Municipality are 

Tarmac (3%), Gravel 

(8%) and Earth 

Roads (89%).  

Central and 

Northern parts of 

the Municipality 

have the highest 

coverage of tarmac 

roads in km 

structuring urban 

development in 

that direction. East 

and Southern parts 

take the lowest 

percentage hence 

less accessible and 

stagnant urban 

development 
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Map 8: High and Low Intensity Development Areas (Human Settlement Layout) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2019

Urban settlements can be 

categorized into the following 

levels: 

i. Tier 1 (Urban Core) 

ɀthe now known 

Bomet Town. This is 

the main urban 

node which hosts 

the Municipality 

and County 

Headquarters 

ii. Tier 2 Nodes: 

Silibwet, Longisa, 

Kapkwen, Tenwek, 

and Merigi. These 

are existing nodes 

with all major land 

uses 

iii. Tier 3 Nodes: 

Tarakwa, 

Singorwet, 

Kapsimotwa, 

Tirgaga, Kipkoi, 

Sachoran, 

Kipkesosio, 

Kipsarwet, Cheboin 

and Emitiot. These 

are the emerging 

nodes with only a 

few distinct land 

uses 

Moderately Built up Areas 
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Map 9: Human Settlements Structuring Elements, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Municipal Land Use Plan, 2019

Areas highly settled. (High 

altitude, Availability of 

urban services, extensive 

length of tarmac roads, 

moderate terrain) 

Human Settlements Distribution Map 
The main structuring 

elements are tarmac Roads 

and physiographical features 

(climate, ridges, river valleys, 

flood plains and terrain). 

River Nyangores is no longer 

a constraint to urban growth  

Highly built up areas (dense 

settlements) are in the 

Central and Northern parts 

of the Municipality. West and 

East of the Municipality is 

moderately built up while 

the Southern parts are the 

least built up.  

East and South of the 

Municipality has more 

cultivation (farming) areas 

than the rest of the areas. 

 

 




















































































































































































































































