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I'o Whom It May Concern,

We. the undersigned business and plot owners of Silibwet Town, are writing to formal_l}' €Xpress
our serious concerns and frustrations regarding the ongoing issues with the town’s drama
system. particularly in the area surrounding Hot Wax Hotel Street. Over the ycan

proper drainage infrastructure and maintenance has led to frequent flooding. causing so' ... .
damage to our properties, businesses, and the broader community. We are requesting immediate
action from the municipality to address these issues.

Introduction

The inadequate drainage system in Silibwet Town has led to persistent flooding. especially
during heavy rainfall. This has caused significant property damage, disrupting business activities.
and posing serious health and safety risks to residents and the broader community. Many of us
have faced losses due to flooded premises, damaged stock, and the closure of businesses during
peak seasons. Moreover, the improper drainage system has also led to contamination of water
sources, further exacerbating the situation.

Despite ongoing complaints, the drainage system in this area has been left unattended for an
extended period. The lack of proper design, maintenance, and coordination between stormwater
drainage and road infrastructure has worsened the situation. Many of us, as business and plot
owners. have raised concerns, but the responses have been slow, and no lasting solutions have
been provided.

Findings

I. Poor Integration Between Road and Stormwater Drainage: There is inadequate
planning between road construction and the stormwater drainage system. This has
resulted in blocked drains, causing severe flooding during rains. The lack of proper
design has led to waste and debris accumulating in drainage channels, further reducing
their capacity to handle rainwater.

2. Blockage Due to Solid Waste and Sewerage Issues: Solid waste and improper sewerage
connections have made the situation worse by reducing the effectiveness of the drainace
systems. Drainage channels are frequently blocked, causing water to overtlow into
residential and business areas.

3. Lack of Proper Drainage Design: The existing drainage infrastructure is not designed to
handle the volume of water that accumulates during heavy rains. The drainage systems in
Silibwet, particularly on Hot Wax Hotel Street, were built without considering
appropriate hydrological data or proper engincering design, further contributing to
frequent flooding.
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previous Flood Incidents

We have attached several pictures documenting previous flood events that have affected our
businesses and properties. These images demonstrate how blocked drains have caused significant
water accumulation, with some businesses forced to shut down for extended periods to clean up
after floods. In many instances. carpentry works and other businesses have continued to operate
in arcas where drainage systems are blocked. further adding to the challenges.

Impact on Businesses and Property Owners

The repeated flooding in our arca has caused substantial financial losses. Business owners have
had to bear the cost of repairs. clean-ups, and loss of revenue due to closed operations during
rainy periods. In addition to the financial impact. the safety of employees and customers is
compromised. and the community s health is at risk due to the contamination of water sources.
The situation is unsustainable and cannot continue without urgent intervention.

Recommendations

We. the undersigned business and plot owners. urge the Bomet Municipality to take the
following actions:

I. Redesign and Improve Drainage Infrastructure: We request that engineers be engaged
to redesign and improve the drainage system, ensuring that it can safely handle the
volume of stormwater during heavy rainfall. This should include considering proper
hydrological data and weather patterns in the design phase.

Proactive Drainage Maintenance: We call for a proactive approach to maintain and

clean drainage systems, especially before the rainy season begins. Regular clearance of

debris and solid waste should be carried out to ensure proper water flow and prevent
blockages.

3. Installation of Culverts and Alternative Drainage Solutions: We recommend
installing culverts across major roads. particularly in arcas where the drainage system has
failed. These should be placed within road reserves to avoid affecting the livelihoods of
business and property owners.

4. Integration of Road and Drainage Infrastructure: We urge the municipality to ensure

that stormwater drainage and road construction are planned and executed together to

avoid future issues and delays in both roadworks and drainage system improvements.

Encouragement of Sustainable Drainage Practices: To manage stormwater efficiently.

we encourage the use of permeable pavements (e.g., porous concrete, cobblestones).

grassed road verges, and other vegetated structures that allow for better water infiltration
and reduce surface runoff.

6. Solid Waste Management and Sewerage Improvements: We strongly advocate tor an
integrated solid waste management system that will help prevent the blockage of drains.
Additionally, improvements in the sewerage system will reduce the burden on the
stormwater drainage network.

7. Emergency Management During Extreme Weather: Given the unpredictability of
weather patterns, especially with the looming El Nifo period, we request that the
municipality have an integrated stormwater management plan in place for emergency
response during extreme weather events.
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Conclusion

The situation in Silibwet Town. particularly along Hot Wax Hotel Street. has reached a critical
point. As business and plot owners. we can no longer wait for piecemeal solutions or delays in
addressing the tlooding problem. Immediate action is required to protect our investments. ensure
the safety of residents and visitors, and restore the functionality of the town's infrastructure. We
urge the Bomet Municipality to prioritize the improvement of drainage systems and to work
closely with business and property owners to find lasting solutions.

We look forward to your prompt response and the implementation of the necessary measures.
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Signed, |
David Sigei A:%T\



